Seat: Friday, June 12, 2009 8:59 AM
To: BEamest, Joshua R.

- Subject: CBS Radio

Josh,

Steve Goldsmith got a call at home this moming from CBS Radio. He declined to comment and asked
one of us to follow up. Do you want to take it? He didn’t get a contact, just a number: _

Also, FY1, here are some more stories.

Assocxated Pras, June 12, 2009 5. OOAMPDT

Obama removes AmeriCorps's IG in spat with friend
By ANN SANNER and PETE YOST — 4 hours ago

WASHINGTON(AP)—PmdeamckObamauyshehaslosteonﬁdawemdxemspectotmal
who investigates AmeriCorps and other national service programs and has told Congress he is removing
him from the position.

Obama's move follows an investigation by IG Gerald Walpin of Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson, who
is an Obama supporter and former NBA basketball star, into the misuse of federal grants by a nonprofit
education group that Johnson headed.

' Walpin was criticized by the acting U.S. attomey in Sacramento for the way he handled an investigation
of Johnson and St. HOPE Academy, a nonprofit group that received hundreds of thousands of dollarsin
-fedaalgmnuﬁomdowponumﬁ:eromlCmmmmtydewaﬂwwtpuanmmthe
AmeniCorps program. - = -

"It is vital that I have the fullest confidence in the appointees serving as lnspmsﬁeml. Obama
said in a letter Thursday to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Vice President Joe Biden, who also serves

o umdﬂofmmmwmhngamemwuhmdmmmw

The ptu:dmtdndn’toﬁ'eranymtcexplmbmwmc HouseCmdeleg)tyCmg. in a letter to
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-fowa, cited the U.S. auomcy'smuamodepm&ommtegntycomuee
foruupeetongenenl

"Wemawmofﬂnecmmmnwsleadmgtodntmfamlandofw W.alpmscouduottlnoughomhls
tmmemdcanassumyoudmtﬂxepmndaﬂ'sdems:onwaswdsﬂymdaed, Craig wrote.

Grassley had written Obama a letter pointing to a law requiring that Congress be given the reasons aa IG

is fired. HeaMaSmatemponsaymgﬂwwqwmaﬁmdmmedhmﬂutmspeﬁmgmﬂm

notranovedforpolnﬂcalmsms

GmssleymdWalpmhad:damﬁedtmlhonsofdolhrsmAmmCotpsﬁmdsMwmwastedor
_ misspent and |tappearshehasbwndomgagoodjob"

‘ Messagw left for Walpm seeking comment were not lmmedutely temmed.



The IG found that Johnson, a former all-star point guard for the Phoenix Suns, had used AmeriCorps
grants to pay volunteers to engage in school-board political activities, run personal errands for Johnson
and even wash his car.

In August 2008, Walpin referred the matter to the local U.S. attomey's office, which said the IG's
conclusions seemed overstated and did not accurately reflect all the information gathered in the

investigation.

"We also highlighted numerous questions and further investigation they needed to conduct, including
the fact that they had not done an audit to establish how much AmeriCorps money was actually
misspent,” Acting U.S. AttomcyLammceBrownsaldmanApm29lettertothefederalcounselof

inspectors general.

Walpin's office made repeated public comments just before the Smmentomyonl clewon,promptmg
the U.S. attorney’s office to inform the media that it did not intend to file any criminal charges.

. TheUsS. aumneysoﬁeeremheduuﬂemuumﬂwnm Bmatedmmmduwd
Johmonudthemmﬁtwmﬂdmwaofnwlymowmmum :

meﬂmmmof&eboudef&ﬂomw said in a statement it was abontnmc"
Walpin was removed. "Mr. Walpin's allegations were meritless and clearly motivated by matters beyond
an honest assessment of our program.”

KenBaéh,who works in the inspector general's office at the corporation, will be acting inspector
. general until Obama appoints someone to the position.

- Walpm,aNewYorkattomey wasappomtedbyt!m—hwdemﬁeorgew - Bush and swom into office
mlmmyzomaﬁabungemﬁmedbymmmwammmWWeb

site, Walpin graduated from College of the City of New York in 1952 and received a law degree in 1955 -

mvdemsm&mammmwwmkcaymmmmm
Rosenman LLP for more than 40 years. ’
mm.mdammauwmmdm gk
Goldsmn&,akcpubhmmdﬂnwmehw MMMWW_"; i

I |

(S

Ammmdmoaumosmxmrm L | ’
http:/fwww. MWNMMMQMyImeMLMMWW.

ObammﬁnkspWrgaeuldAmrlCorps
ByANNSANNERmdPETEYOST

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama plans to fire the inspector general who investigates
AmmComsmdodwrn&onﬂmwmgmsamdawnuwasybdwmthe[Gmsm
MayorchnJohnson.whotsanObumsuppoﬂaandformaNBAbukclballmr

- ThelG, GanldWalpm,wascrmcwedbyﬂleU.S attmneymSaerammtoforthemyhehandledan
! investigation of Johnson and his nonprofit group, which received hundreds of thousands of doflars in
' fedaalg:mtﬁmnd:eCorpomhonforNaﬁmmlCmnmmtySmmﬂwwmorﬂnmnmsthe

AmeriCorps program..



On Thursday, Obama said in a letter to Congress that he had lost confidence in Walpin. Neither the
president nor deputy White House press secretary Josh Eamnest would give details.

The president must give Congress 30 days' notice before removing Walpin, who is being suspended with
pay for the 30 days.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, criticized the White House's reluctance to specify why Walpin is being
fired. Grassley pointed to a Senate committee report that says the requirement to notify Congress when
an IG is removed is designed to ensure that inspectors general are not removed for political reasons. -

The report accompanied an IG reform law passed by Congress last year. Gmssfey said Walpin had
identified millions of dollars in AmeriCorps funds that were wasted or misspent. .

- "For obvious reasons, we won't get into details of a personnel decision like this, but [ can tell you that

the president lost confidence in Mr. Walpin's performance,” Eamest said. "The president will appoint a
replacement in whom he has full.confidence as the corporation carries out its mpoﬁantmnsslon.

Walpmmattheplegsuteofﬂwprs;dent,dwootpomaonsmd.

Messages left for Walpin secking coriment were not immediately returned.

The IG found that Johnson, a former all-star point guard for the Phoenix Suns, had used AmeriCorps
grants to pay volunteers to engage in school-board political activities, run personal errands for Johnson
and even wash his car.

In August 2008, Walpin referred the matter to the local U.S. attomey's office, which said the IG's
mkmmsemwdovmwdawdﬁMmmdymﬂmaﬂ&emfmuonmmdmﬂw Tt

' mv&ngmon.

"

"We also lnghhgh(cd numerous questions and further investigation they needed to conduct, including

the fact that they had not done an audit to establish how much AmeniCorps money was actually
misspent,” dleU.S mmney'soﬂicesadmmmnlgtatoﬂw&daﬂcmmsdoﬁmpmm

general. e

WMsoﬁamWMnﬂmm;ustbefommesmm mayoral election, prompting
the U.S. aum'ncy'soﬁcemmﬁrmthemﬁammdwmmdmﬁlcmymmmldm o

The U.S. attomey'sofﬁcewadwdasettlemmtmthemauq' Bmwnc:tcdprcssacooumsthat said
Johnson and the nonprofit would repay half of nearly $850,000 in grants it received.

Ken Bach, who works in the inspector general's office at the corporation, will be acting inspector
general until Obama appoints someone to the position.

Walpin, a New York attorney, was appointed by President George W. Bush and swom into office in
January 2007 after being confirmed b'y'theSenate,acoordingtoanéws release on AmeriCorps' Web
site. Walpin graduated from College of the City of New York in 1952 and received a law degree in 1955
from Yale Law School. chasapumu'mththeNewYmkcuylawﬁmKattenMwhmand -
RosenmanLLPformomﬁnanAIwas. ;

OnWednadaymghLAlmSolommgaDanoaatmdﬂleboardchmnmnofdlegovanmm



corporation, and Stephen Goldsmith, a Republican and the board's vice chair, said they backed the
- president's decision.

" In a written statement, Solomont and Goldsmith said: "We strongly endorse the president’s decision with
respect to Inspector General Gerald Walpin. We look forward to working with a new inspector general.”

SaemnentoBee,Fnday,Jun. 12 2009 lZOOamIPage 1B

St. HOPE exec departs with $98,916 severance

By Melody Gutierrez, mgutierrez@sacbee.com

St. HOPE Public Schools' board of directors announced Thursday that embattled executive director Rick
Maya will leave the nonprofit and receive a severance package of $98,916. ,

The move ends months of speculation, Maya resigned from the board of directors Apri 3 and was later
" put on paid administrative leave as executive director of the nonprofit that operates Sacramento Charter
High School and PS7 Elementary School.

A former Bank of America executive, Maya was highly acclaimed by St. HOPE when he was hired in
December 2007 to replace Kevin Johnson, who stepped down as director last year to focus on his

winning mayoral bid.

) Maya will receive four months of severance pay totaling $56,916. He also will receive $42,000 to work
asaco:mltaﬂtoﬂxeehar&roverﬂ:emtsumm&&HOPEofﬁc:alssmdthefom«mnthseﬂlmt -

constitutes one-third ofMayas annual salary. .

St. HOPE:board ieabeérs callod thesplit mtial and amsicable, However, ﬂleelgm-pageleuerMayt
wmtcmApnlwhmherengmdﬁomtheboudofdueeto:ssuggestsodumse.

BB ZERY 31

Mayaowmedahaoﬂegalmdﬁhmﬂmmabomﬂwmoﬂhechuwnchod&mn e

claims was that a board member had deleted Johnson's ¢-mails during a federal investigation into the
'rmsuseofpubhcﬁmdsatSt.HOPEAudemy

Mapmmmmmmmmwm-mwmmw o
unlawful mmrsnonmtoome—mmlsystem.

Johnson's mayoral spol:esman, Steve Mavngho, said lhe incident mvolved an mformahon teehnology
person from St. HOPE working to organize Johnson's e-mail to separate his mayoral campaign and St.
HOPE communications. E-mails deleted from one account were fully backed up by another, Maviglio
said.

However, Maya's claims — which The Bee reported in May — prompted Gerald Walpin, the inspector
gmeralofﬂleCorpmanonforNauonalandComnnmﬂySerwce,toaﬂforﬂwU.S attorney’s office to
take action.

) Walpin's ofﬁcehad conducted the mvesugmon ofSL HOPE Aeademy's useofAmenOotps funds and
alleged that Johnson and officials with St. HOPE Acndelgy unpropaiy used some of the $847 673 in
federal money received between 2004 2md 2007.. ' -



What's behind Obama's suddena attempt to fire the AmeriCorps inspector general?

. By: Byron York
Chief Political Correspondent

06/11/09 8:14 PM EDT

Some strange and potentially suspicious events tonight conceming the Obama White House and the

AmeriCorps program. I've been told that on Wednesday night the AmeriCorps inspector general, Gerald
Walpin, received a call from the White House counsel's office telling him that he had one hour to either
resign or be fired. The White House did not cite a reason. "The answer that was given was that it's just
time to move on,” one Senate source told me tonight. "The president would like to have someone else in

that position.*

Inspectors General are part of every federal department. They are given the responsibility of
independently investigating allegations of waste, fraud, and corruption in the government, without fear
of interference by political appointees or the White House. Last year Congress passed the Inspectors
General Reform Act, which added new protections for IGs, including a measure requiring the president
to give Congress 30 days prior notice before dismissing an IG. The president must also give Congress
an explanation of why the action is needed. Then-Sen. Barack Obama was one of the co-sponsors of the
Act.

Now, there is the hurried attempt to dismiss Walpin, without the required notice or cause. Afier last
night's call, Walpin got in touch with Congress, and it appears the White House has backed off, at least
for now. Maﬁmmomkepubthen.ChadaGmslcy,whmsmmednngofaguaﬂmmgdfor
mspedorsgumLﬁredoﬁaleﬂatoﬂneruteHweabmumeaﬂ'mr .

"lwasuoubledmleamﬂuthstmghtyowsuffreponedlylsawdmummmﬂleAmmCmps
Inspector General Gerald Walpin that he had one hour to resign or be terminated,” Grassley wrote. "As
you know, Inspectors General were created by Congress as a means o combat waste, fraud, and abuse
and to be independent watchdogs ensuring that federal agencies were held accountable for their actions.
. .InspectorsGmemlwmdangnedtohaveadualmlempomngmhothﬂlem{dmtdeongtmso

that they would be frec from undue political pressure. This independence is.the hallmark of all - - '
Inspectors General and is essential so they may operate independently; without political pressure or .
interference from agencies attempting to keep their failings from public scrutiny.”

 @rassley said he was "deéply troubled” by the Walpin matter gnd:closed by asking the president "o -
review the Inspector General ReformAetyoucosponsoredandtofollowtbeleuerofﬂwlawshonldyou
have cause to remove any lnspectorGuml.

UPDATE 1: l'vebeenu'ymgtodlscoverﬂlerenlmsonfor()bamasmve andnt’ssullnotclear l'm
told that it could be a combination of the normal tensions that surround any inspector general's office, or
the president's desire to get his own people in IG positions, or a dispute over a particular investigation.
"Bottom line,” one source wrote, "getting rid of a tough, Republican-appointed IG who has been
agg.tuswelygomgaﬁawastemdﬁaudgvuObmaachanoe(oreplaceﬂmtl(}wm\amorecomplmlt
team player.” .
l'malsotoldthatanmnberofmspectorsgenetalarounddlegovamnunhavebeenexpmssmgconcems
) toCongrwsreomtlyaboutthratstothenruﬂepmdm .

UPDATE 2: More information now, from the Associated Press. TheWhlteHouselsgomgahendwmn



firing Walpin. The firing apparently stems from Walpin's investigation of a non-profit group, St. HOPE
.. Academy, run by Kevin Johnson, the former NBA star who is now mayor of Sacramento, California

. (and a big Obama supporter). "[Walpin] found that Johnson, a former all-star point guard for the
Phoenix Suns, had used AmeriCorps grants to pay volunteers to engage in school-board political
activities, run personal errands for Johnson and even wash his car,” the AP reports. In April, the U.S.
attormey declined to file any criminal charges in the matter and criticized Walpin's investigation. But at
the same time Johnson and St. HOPE agreed to repay about half of the $850,000 it had received from
AmeriCormps.

Bottom line: The AineriCo:ps IG accuses prominent Obama supporter of misusing AmeriCorps grant
money. Prominent Obama supporter has to pay back more than $400,000 of that grant money. Obama
fires AmeriCorps IG.

KCRA, 4:07 pm PDT June 11, 2009
http://www.kcra.com/politics/ 19]29.22!!!&!111111!1!

Inspector General In Mayor's Probe To Lose Job
_ Use Of Federal Funds At Issue In St. HOPE Investigation

WASHINGTON -- Inspector general Gerald Walpin, who was involved in a probe of Sacramento
Mayor Kevin Johnson's use of federal funds, will soon lose his position.

President Barack Obama indicated Thursday that he intends to remove the inspector general from the
’ Corporation for National and Community Service, corporation spokesperson Ranit Schmelzer said ina
statement. ,

Walpm‘s removal will take effect in'30 dlys, acting CBO forﬂneCorpontxon t‘or Nauonal and
Commiunity Service said in a letter.

A .,WWMJohmnﬁmanﬁceddmnghnya{smmfmmmrmmemspmm

accused Johnson and his nonprofit, St. H@Eofmmmg*&ﬂuilﬁnﬂsbyhvmgmudued -
vdmbuxwuh]ohmsw,mmﬂﬂm&mdmamhsdwolww
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Holland, Austin

) From: Trinity, Frank
Sent:  Friday, June 12, 2009 2:25 PM

To:  Eana_J._Tyrange/
Ce: Goren, Nicola, Glickman, Rhoda
Subject: FW: IG

We are alerting Steve Goldsmith, our vice-Chair, to see if he can reach out to Senator Collins' office to

address her concerns. Let us know if you think that is inadvisable.

—~—QOriginal Message——-

From: Glickman, Rhoda

Seat: Fri 6/12/2009 2:03 PM

To: Trinity, Frank; Goren, Nicola
Ce:

Subject: IG

| just spoke to Lisa Newman with Senator Colling’ office. 1 told her | had forwarded her concerns about the
iG to the WH. She is very interestad in hearing CNCS's stand on this. (1 told her | was new and hadn't
been involved.) She is already working with the WH (Eisen) and has requested more info from him -
reasons for firing etc. but she has made it clear that if they don't get this information fo their satisfaction,
they will be sending a letter fo the President TODAY saying he did not foliow the law on this.

Not sure it makes any difference if you call her (I said you wenrs out of the office) but if you think it helps to
talk to her, she can be reached at

8/6/2009



Ce: Gknon Nicols; Gﬂdunan.Rhndu{huﬂu Louisa
Subject: RE: IG

----- ssage-----
Prom: 'rtinit:y, Prank [milm.F
- Sent: Priday, June 12, 2009 2:

. To: Tyrangiel, Blana J.

_Cc: Goren, Nicola; Glickman, Rhoda
- Subject: PN: 1IQ

_ We are alerting Steve Goldsmith, our vice-Chair, to sees if he can reach out to Senator
‘Collins' office to address her concerns. Let us know if you think that is hudvi.-able.
Aty T

----- Original Message-----

From: Glickman, Rhoda

Sent: Fri 6/12/2009 2:03 PM

To: Trinity, PFrank; Goren, Nicola

Ce
Subject: IG

3 I just spoke to Lisa Newman with Senator Collins’ office. I told her I had

/ warded her concerns about the 1G to the WH. She is very interested in hearing CNCS’s

and on this. (I told her I was new and hadu’t been involved.) She is already working
with the WH (Bisen) and has requested more info from him - reasons for firing etc. but she
has made it clear that if they don’'t get this information to their satisfaction, they will
be sending a letter to the President TODAY saying he did not follow the law on this.

. Not sure it makes any difference if you call her (I said you were the office)
but if-you think it helps to talk to her, she can ‘be reached it



Holland, Austin

wm: Trinity, Frank

3): Friday, June 12, :
-~ ‘Elana_J._T!

Subject: Re: IG

Got it.

----- original Message ----- .

e, Trosisr, Hiane 5.
To: Trinity, Frank

Cc: Goren, Nicola; Glickman, Rhoda; Terrell, Louisa _
Sent: Fri Jun 12 14:31:25 2009 -

Subject: RE: IG

----- Original Message-----

From: Trinity, Frank [uiltoF
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2009 2:

To: Tyrangiel, Elana J.

Cc: Goren, Nicola; Glickman, Rhoda

Subject: FN: IG

We are alerting Steve Goldswmith, our vice-Chair, to see if he can reach out to Senator
Collins' office to address her concerns. Let us know if you think that is inadvisable.

----- Original Message-----
3 From: Glickman, Rhoda
) Sent: Pri 6/12/2009 2:03 PM )
.' To: Trinity, Frank; Gorem, Nicola
Ce:
Subject: IG. .

oo

I just spoke -to Lisa Newman with Senator Collins’ office.. I told her I .had
forwarded her concerns about the IG to the WH. She is very interested in hearing CNC8’s
stand on this. . (I told her I was new and hadn’t been involved.) She is already working
with the WH (Bisen) and has requested more info from him — reasons for firing etc. but she
has made it clear that if they don‘t get this information to their satisfaction, they will
be sending a letter to the President TODAY saying he did not follow the law on this.

Not sure it makes any difference if you call her (I said you we the office)
but if you think it helps to talk to her, she can be reached at ]



Holland, Austin

Ty Trinity, Frank )
j}ﬂ Friday, 12,2 -
' 'EW_J._

Subject: : 1G

Understand you and Steve are in touch. Thank you.

----- Original Meassage -----

From: Trinity, Frank

e T
Sent: Fri Jun 12 14:39:

Subject: Re: IG

Got it.

----- Original Message -----

o, Dol Hons o
To: Trinity, FPrank

Cc: Goren, Nicola; Glickman, Rhoda; 'ru-tell, Louisa _

‘Sent: Pri Jun 12 14:31:25 2009
Subject: REB: IG

From: Trinicy, Frank (milto‘F
..8ent: Friday, June 12, 2009 2:
. : Tyrangiel, Elana J.

Goren, Nicola; Glickuan Rhoda

Jject: FW: IG -

_We are alerting Steve. Goldsmith, our vice-Chair, to see if he can reach out to Senator'
'Collina' otfico to- address her concerns. ‘Let us know if you think that is inadvisable.

----- Original Message-----

From: Glickman, Rhoda BT R LR T VPR e d BRRLTCIILEE L L

Sent: Pri 6/12/2009 2:03 ™ - . : T e e e ol
’lb. Trinity. ?rank Goren, licola R e e .
subjwt IG e e R R oL B CoM e d e

b oL

I just.spoke to Lisa Newman with Senator Collins’ office. I told her I had. -
forwarded her concerns about the IG to the WH. She is very interested in hearing CNCS’s
stand on this. (I told her I was new and hadn’t been involved.) She is already working
with the WH (Eisen) and has requested more info from him — reasons for firing etec. but she
has made it clear that if they don't get this information to their satisfaction, they will
be sending a letter to the President TODAY saying he did not follow the law on this.

Not sure it makes any difference if you call her (I said you were ocut of the office) )
but if you think it helps to talk to her, she can be reached at K

. —



RE: Follow-up to Board's Discussion of IG Page 1 of |

\ Holland, Austin

’ From: Trinity, Frank
Sent:  Saturday, June 13, 2008 10:25 AM

To: Stan Soloway; Alan Solomont; Eric Tanenblatt; Hyepin Im; Jim Palmer; Julie Fisher Cummings;
Laysha Ward; Mark Gearan; Steve Goldsmith

Ce: Goren, Nicola; Samoss, Emily
Subject: Time-sensitive request from White House Counsel re IG matter

I was just contacted by Elana Tyrangiel, Associate Counsel to the President, seeking your assistance in
responding to questions from Members of Congress about President Obama's removal of Gerald Walpin
as Inspector General. Specifically, the White House Counsel's office would like to compile statements
from Board members and CNCS staff who were present at the Inspector General's presentation to the
Board immediately before the public board meeting last month.

Please confirm that you have received this message and let me know the best way for Elana to get in
touch with you today. 'IheplanlsforElmtocalleachofyom She will prepare statements for your

review for accuracy.
Thank you for your time on this important matter. You can reach me at—
Frank

. W TR e, .

8/6/2009
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.. Holland, Austin

) From: Trinity, Frank
Sent:  Saturday, June 13, 2008 11:28 AM
To: Tyrangiel, Elana J.‘
Subject: FT notes from 5-20-2009 IG presentation to Board

Notes from IG presentation to Board of Directors
5-20-2009

Gerald Walpin and Jack Park

Board Members Alan Solomont, Steve Goldsmith, Eric Tanenblatt, Jim Palmer, Stan Soloway, Laysha
Ward, Mark Gearan, Julia Cummings, Hyepin Im '

CNCS staff Nicola Goren and Frank Trinity

Mr. Walpin expressed “discomfort” at “what is going on.”
He said there was an “anything goes” atumdcnowwithmagement,andnolongermemmﬂrespeot
and constant communication that had existed under David Eisner.

He said he had three things he wanted to discuss.

St. HOPE Academy

)\TheUS Attorney’s office said it was a “good civil case”™.
'Media and political pressure, puucuhrlyaﬁerpassageofd\ekecovetyAct,reSIﬂtedeS Attomeys
office putting pressing on the IG to settle. . .
Nicky said CNCS couldn’t keep stimulus money from Sacramento.
Thcsuspenaonmq:ondammbmmcd“notonewuofﬁct”mopposmon.
IG was cut out of the loop.

FTandﬁeAUSAﬁamdaseﬁlanqﬁmwhl&stdutdnGomeﬂdhavemedm
wmtmdhﬂed&esmpemnommﬂapaynﬂwqmmdbywmgm@onthﬂ“wmﬂymlm”mﬁ
no guarantee of payment or security. _

Mr.Walpinsaidhchadwmhedhewouldnotbeéﬂaitinﬂ:e&ceofa“tola!wasteof&rpomﬁon
assets.” . :
Mr. Walpin offered to provide copies of his report to the Board.

Mr. Walpin said that the AUSA, in “clear collaboration™ with FT, sent a complaint to CIGIE. He said

he was responding today to the complaint. He said that Nicky had disclosed the complaint and sent

copies of it to Congress, when it is supposed to be confidential. He also said he had leamed that the

AUSAhadsentacopyofﬂlecomplamtto2membersofﬂwBoard He said the U.S. Attorney’s letter
was “absolutely a farce.”

Mr. Walpin complained that the Corporation had avoided responding to his Special Report by referring
} to the Integrity Committee matter, which he said had “nothing to do with™ the Special Repot.

Mr. Walpinsaidbewasuyinngmtecltthorpomﬁonandmwdxcrewasabrcakdownintmstand

8/6/2009
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Page 2 of 3

communication that had adversely affected OIG staff, especially to have the St. HOPE matter taken

oo, awWay.

) Mr. Walpin said there was a “sequel™. The Executive Director St. HOPE Academy resigned because
two St. HOPE directors at the behest of Kevin Johnson “cleansed” Johnson’s emails. Johnson still
controls the board. Financial records are under Johnson's control in a private storage place.

Mr. Walpin said he would be asking for the FBI and a Special Prosecutor, not the current U.S. Attorney,
to convene a grand jury to investigate these allegations.

CUNY

Mr. Walpin reported that the audit had revealed sloppiness but that the auditors came to him and said
that the grant and education awards should never have been paid to CUNY, upwards of $80 million.
The program doesn’t meet an unmet need, because the program met needs in the absence of AmeriCorps
funding. The New York Times is reporting that NYC will only allow in % the number of Teaching
Fellows this year. A final report will be issued next week.

'I‘thorpontlonsmsponsewas“notatallappropﬂateforthcments We're paying out money that
shouldn’t be paid out.

Atthlspoint,Mr. Walpin lifted the sheets on his note pad up and down, up and down, over and over
again for an extended period. He did raise a third matter for discussion.

Finally, he said it is not a happy situation.
)\Dlscuulon

One of the Board members asked about Mr. Walpm splantolsswmﬂlcrpubhcstatemmtonﬂwSt.
HOPE mattes. Mr. Walpin denied having said that. Lots of back and forth on whether the IG had said -
he would issue a public statemient on St. HOPE — the Board members said he did, and referred to their
notes of his presentation just made. Mr. Walpmsmdlwdldn’tsaytbat.

"'Steve Goldsmith asked Mr. Walpm:ﬁtwasedmnltobemakmgmhpubhcsmemems,mdmaungﬂm L

as a prosecutor for 12 years he did not believe it was appropriate. - Mr.-Walpin denied having saidhe .
would issue a public statement. - JackPu:kmdﬂmPatFnzganldmadelotsofpubhcmmasU.S.

' Attomeymancagoanddmtapubhcmmntmpermmxble

Forabomtenmmm,dmewerelongpammﬂwdxscussmwmlew Walpmrevwwedhmnows lt N

did not appear that he was able to process the information on his notes for lengthy periods of time; he
would flip the notes and then stop flipping without ever saying anything more from the notes. I was

sittting right next to Mr. Walpin and I thought he might be experiencing some type of medical event,
perhaps a mini-stroke or series of mini-strokes. I was concerned for his health. Once he finished his
presentation, he was unable to engage substantively with the Board on any questions they raised; he

simply argued that what they were saying was not the case.

Alan Solomont responded for the Board.
Alan Solomont said he regrets any morale issues. The Corporation acted in consultation with.and in .

support of the U.S. Attomey’s Office. The Board sees no.reason to question the settiement.. The CIGIE .

)'communication was from the U.S. Attorney not the Corporation. No reason to question the CIGIE
process, a body of IG peers, equipped to provide a dispassionate review. The Board wants to respect

8/6/2009
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the CIGIE process.

)bgmhngCUNY the audit raises issues appropriate for resolution in the regular audit resolution
~ process. Butonthepohcqusuon,ourv:ewutlmCongresshasdecxdedthcpohcyquunonof
permitting professional corps programs like CUNY to receive AmeriCorps support.

The Board has no interest in having a contentious relationship with the IG. Some of your statements and
accusations are personal, and the Board takes umbrage at your personal attacks on Board members and
staff. The Board wonders if your own judgment is clouded. Please keep the discussion on a
professional basis. The Board’s position is that there is no reason to question the St. HOPE settlement. -
The Corporation did not initiate the CIGIE process but will cooperate with it. Let’s lift the discussion.
Your accusations are unwarranted.

Mr. Walpin asked which accusations.

Alanmdﬂm:emnrkstodaythattheCorpomﬂonwas“hostde 10 OIG and that the Board was
negligent. :

Alan said the Board has complete confidence in the management team.

Mr. Walpinsaidhéwas“justannzed”mitemﬁnghisbeliefﬂmtmerem2 issues. He said he riceded to
consider “what went on here.”

Alan offered to continue discussion through the MAG Committee next week.

"‘)Mr. Walpinsaidhewantedmomtimetopmenttodwﬁﬂll!oard.

Aﬁeer Walpmaner Parkleﬁ.ﬂ:eBoardmembmexpmedcomemoveer.Wulpmsbeham S

ErlchbhusubseqwnﬂycaﬂedJackPukmexpluscomomm Walpin® s health, and Mr.
Park reassured him that there were no grounds for concern.

8/6/2009



Flowe, Meredith

From: Tyrangiel, Elana J

Sent:  Saturday, June 13, 2009 12:52 PM

To: Trinity, Frank

Ce: Goren, Nicola; Samose, Emily

Subject: RE: contacting CNCS Board and staff today (status as of 12 noon)

Thank you.

;..ru.;-: T — ‘ F'mk[ W .‘. - v e Gt me S eeem e e b S ens . m——— mes e
Sent: Saturday, June 13, :

Te: Tyrangiel, Elans J.
Ce: Goren, Nicols; Samose, Emily
Subject: contacting CNCS Board and staff today (status as of 12 noon)

Alan Solomons P
o -
Steve Go i
~Cell
Eric Tanenblatt
Mark Gearan
Cell SRR (sfex 2 pon)
Nicola Goren e
Cel;haﬂer 1pm)
Frank Trinity '~ o
Cell N
Email sad cell phone mexsages Jeft - no consact
Stan Solowa
cenl S
Julie g
o
Email messages sent but pot acknowledged (trving to get cell mumbers now)
Hyepin Im
Laysha Ward
Jim Palmer (we know he's on vacation till June 17)



Holland, Austin '

~ ¢ Trinity, Frank
) Saturday, June 13 27 PM
Subject: RM , request from White House Counsel re IG matter

Thanks Stan. I let Elana know.

----- Original Message -----
Frou: stan solovey [N

To: Trinity, Frank
Sent: Sat Jun 13 15:16:51 2009
Subject: RE: Time-sensitive request from White House Counsel re IG matter

Frank
FYI...no word from Elana yet. I am available today until about 430...
88

Stan Z. Soloway
President & CEO
Professional Services Council

4401 Wilson Blvd. Suite 1110 Arlington, VA 22203

www.pscouncil.org
The Unified Voice of the Government Services Industry

Mark your calendars now for the PSC Annual Conference; Oct.4-6, 2009 Nemacolin
_Woodlands, Farmingtomn, PA

)

----- Original Message----- S

From: Trinity, Frank [uilto:F

Sent: Saturday, June 13, ‘2009 1

To: Stan Soloway; Alan Solomont; Eric Tanemblatt; Hyepin Im; Jim Palmer; Julie Fisher
Cummings; Laysha Ward; Mark Gearan; Steve Goldsmith

Cc: Goren, Nicola; Samose, Emily
Subject: Time-sensitive regquest from White House Counsel re IG matter

1 was just contacted by Elana Tyrangiel, Associate Counsel to the President, seeking your
assistance in responding to questions from Members of Congress about President Obama's
removal of Gerald Walpin as Inspector General. Specifically, the White House Counsel‘'s
office would like to compile statements from Board mewbers and CNCS staff who were present
at the Inspector General's presentation to the Board immediately before the public board
meeting last month.

Please confirm that you have received this message and let me know the best way for Elana
to get in touch with you today. The plan is for Elana to call each of you. She will
prepare statements for your review for accuracy.

Thank you for your time on this important matter. You can reach me at _
Frank



Holland, Austin

From: Trinity, Frank
Sent:  Saturday, June 13, 2008 4:35 PM

To: ‘Elam_J._Tymng_

Subject: Re: contacting CNCS Board and staff today (status as of 12 noon)

Mark Gearan can do a call tomomrow. 2 pm is best for him.

an Tymnqlel EhnaJ

To: Trinity, Frank

Sent: Sat Jun 13 15:27:16 2009
Subject: RE: contacting CNCS Board and staff today (status as of 12 noon)

Thank you!

From: Trinity, Frank tmgm
Seat: Saturday, June 13, : ;

To: Tyrangiel, Elana J.
Subject: Re: contacting CNCS Board and stafftoday (status s of 12 noon)

Jus reccived a note from Stan Soloway — He's available till 4:30 today.

rom: e e [
To: Trinity, Frank

Cc: Goren, Nicola; Samose, Emily
Sent: Sat Jun 13 12:52:08 2009
Subject: RE: eomcm;CNCSBoudmdsufﬂoday(MuuoﬂZnom)

v eee. SRS

—Ihankyou‘ R - . — o tlcman 500

To: Tyrangiel, ElanaJ. : - . )
Ce: Goren, Nicola; Samose, Emily
Snbject‘oontacnngCNCSBoardandstaﬁ'today(mmasofunoon)

Confirmed availability:

Alan Solomiont
Cell

Steve i
Cell

Eric T;

l)CeIl

Mark Gearan

8/6/2009
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celt [N -0 2 pon)

* Nicola Goren
Cel! [ ofrex 1 p.m)

Frank Trinity
col

Jim Palfier (we know he’s on vacation till June 17)

8/6/2009



RE: Follow-up to Board's Discussion of 1G Page 1 of 1

Holland, Austin

! From: Trinity, Frank

)

Sent:  Sunday, June 14, 2009 4:22 PM

To: ‘Hyepin In?’; ‘Jim Palmer*; ‘Julie Fisher Cummings’; ‘Laysha Ward", ‘Mark Gearan'
Ce: Goren, Nicola; Samose, Emily

Subject: Time-sensitive request from White House Counsel re |G matter

I just spoke with Elana Tyrangiel in the White House Counsel's office, who has been in touch with severat other

Board members on this matter.
At this point, Elana does not need to follow up with you. If the need arises for Elana to circle back with you, we'll

let you know.

Iundersundacalilsbelngsetupby&ruytoupdateeveryoneandaddmssanyconcemso:queshona Inthe
meantime, pleasa feel free to contact me.

Frank R. Trinity
General Counsel

muaﬁonal and Community Service
direct)

From: Trinity, Frank

Sent: Saturday, June 13, 2009 10:25 AM

To: Stan Soloway; Alan Solomont; Eric Tanenblatt; Hyepin Im; Jim Palmer; Julle Fisher Cummings; Laysha Ward;
Mark Gearan; Steve Goldsmith

Cc: Goren, Nicola; Samose, Emily
)ﬁmmmmmummmsm

I was just contacted by Elana Tyrangiel, Associate Counsel to the President, seeking your assistance in
responding to questions from Members of Congress about President Obama's removal of Gerald Walpin
as Inspector General. Specifically, the White House Counsel's office would like to compile statements
fromBoudmmbemandCNCSsmﬂ‘whowerepmsemathelmpeaorGenerdspmmauonmthc
Board immediately before the public board meeting last month. -

Pleaseconﬁnndmtyouhavcmeivedﬂxismmgeandletmhmw&uebestwayforElmatogetin
touch with you today. The plan is for Elana to call each of you. She will prepare statements for your

review for accuracy.
Thank you for your time on this important matter. Youcanreﬁcbnieat_
Frank

8/6/2009
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Holland, Austin

) From: Trinity, Frank
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 11:07 AM
To: 'Stan Soloway’
Ce: Glickman, Rhoda

Subject: RE: follow up

Both Nicky and | have spoken with Elana. She tokd us both that WH Leg Affairs would be coordinating. Rhoda
Glickman is following up with WH Leg Affairs and should have more info for the 1:00 mtg.

Frank R. Trinity
General Counsel
for National and Community Service
direct)

o F—
Sent: Monday, June 15, B

To: Triny, Frank
Subject: follow up

Frank:
1 trust you are speaking w/Elana et al at the WH? If so, we left it that they likely wanted me to talk
w/Susan Collins's folks today but | am waiting for the greenlight... if you get a chance to check w/Elana
..)ontiming , that would be great...
)Talktoyouan '

SS

Stan Z.
" President& CEQ - '~ —
Professional Services

«mwmwum e e
mum:tVoiceoftheGovammntSeMoaslndustry

SAVE THE DATE!

PSC ANNUAL CONFERENCE - October 4-6

Nemacofin Woodlands Resort, Farmington, PA

Contact the hotel directly to reserve your room today! 1-800-422-2736

8/6/2009



Flowe, Meredith

From: Schmelzer, Ranit

Sent:  Thursday, July 09, 2009 6:19 PM

To: Holland, Austin

Subject: FW: Weekend stories on Walpin maiter

From: Schmelzer, Ranit

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 11:17 AM

To: "Earnest, Joshua R.’

Subject: FW: Weekend stories on Walpin matter

Hey Josh,

Here are some of the main stories — there’s more on the blogs. We really need to push back. Thanks for
your help on this.

News Articles or Media
Ousted AmeriCorps waichdog defends waste probe Associated Press, Fri Jun 12, 9:39 pm
Walpin-gate (EDITORIAL) Washington Times, 6/15
More Detalls Emerge in President Obama’s Firing of Inspector General ABC — Polifical Punch, 6/13, 8:37 am
Gerald Walpin speaks: The inside story of the AmeriCorps firing

Washington Examiner, 6/14 7:00 PM

f ) What's behind Obama's sudden attempt to fire the AmeriCorps inspecior general?
Washington Examiner, 6/12, 8:14 PM

President fires official ‘out of the blue’ Washington Times 6/13

Obama Cans CNCS inspecior General Who Wrote Negative Report NonProfit Times, June 13
Obama Fires CNCS Walchdog Youth Today, 6/11

Firing of IG followed his probe of Obama friend CongressDaily

Fired National-Service inspector General Says He Acted Properly Chronidle of

St HOPE mess costs Inspector General his job Sacramenio News & Review, 6/12
Grassiey calls on administration to safeguard independence of Inspeciors General Senator Grassley
Obama Is Asked 1o Explain Firing of AmeriCorps Inspector General Chronicle of Philantiwopy, 6/12

AssodaladPless FrlJm12.939unET o

Ousted AmenCorps watchdog defends waste probe

ByANNSANNERaIdPETEYOST Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON -~ Annwpedwgmad&edbmeﬂemBaad(Obamasaiandayheaded'wnhﬂnﬁm
integrity” in investigating AmeriCorps and other govemment-funded nafional service programs. Gerald Walpin
said in an interview with The Associated Press that he reported facts and conclusions “in an honest and full way”
while serving as inspector general at the Corporation for National and Community Service.

. In aletter to Congress on Thursday, ObamasendhehadlostconﬁdencemWalpinandwasremwmghmfmn
) the position.

Walpin defended his work on Friday. “ know that | and my office acted with the highest integrity as an



-

independent inspector general should act,” he said.

Obama’s move follows an investigation by Walpin finding misuse of federal grants by a nonprofil education group
led by Sacramento Mayor Kavin Johnson, who is an Obama supporter and former NBA basketball star. Johnson

' and a nonprofit education academy he founded ultimately agree to repay half of $847,000 in grants it had

received from AmeriCorps.

Walpin was crificized by the acting U.S. attorney in Sacramento for the way he handied the investigation of
Johnson and St. HOPE Academy.

it is vital that | have the fullest confidence in the appointees serving as inspectors general,” Obama said in the
letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and Vice President Joe Biden, who also serves-as president of
the Senate. "That is no longer the case with regard to this inspector general.”

The president didn't offer any more explanation, but White House Counsel Gregory Craig, in a letter late Thursday
fo Sen. ChulesmGrassley.R-lwa.eledlheU.S. attomey’s criticism of Walpin to an integrity commitiee for
inspeciors N

'Wemawamdﬂnmmmmﬁfwﬂmam.deh'smuwwgmﬁsmw
can assure you that the president's decision was carefully considered,” Craig wrole.

Walpin said he gave the integrity commitiee "a full and complete response” that was also signed by several
people who worked on the case. "1 have no quesiion but that we acted totally properly,” he said in the interview.

Grassley had written Obama a letter pointing to a law requiring that Congress be given the reasons an inspecior
general is fired. He cited a Senate report saying the requirement is designed to ensure that inspectors general are
not removed for political reasons.

Grassley said Walpin had identified milllons of dollars in AmeriCorps funds that were wasted or misspent and "it

.. appears he has been doing a good job.”
} The inspector general found that Johnson, a former all-star point guard for the Phoenix Suns, had used

AmeriCorps grants fo pay volunteers to engage in school-board polilical activities, run personal errands for
Johnson and even wash his car.

in August 2008, Walpin referred the matter to the local U.S. attorney’s office, which said the watchdog's
mwwmwmmmdmmmmum

%mwmmmmwmmmmmmwm”“@
they had not done an audit (o establish how much AmeriCorps money was actually misspent,” Acting U.S. LT
mmmmwhmmammummamm : )

Wailpin's office made repeatod mbﬁcmmlbdweﬁnmmomaymaldewon.pmmpﬁngmﬂ.s.
aum:ey'somcetoﬁounﬂnmadamatldldmthbrﬂhﬂemymﬁud\arges .

hmmmumwbmmmdwmwbmmmm
mimemymwamommm Theaademywasmwyearstompaymemmaihg

Brown said at the time of the setiement that prosecutors determined there was no fraud, but rather a culture of
"sloppiness” in St. HOPE's record-keeping.

Kevin Hiestand, chairman of the board of St. HOPE Academy, said in a statement it was "about time" Walpin was
removed. "Mr. den'salbgaﬁmsmmuﬂessanddealynnﬁvatedbymanusbeymdmmw .
assessment of our program,” he said.

Ken Bach, M\owuksmmehspedwguuﬂsomoealmenabondmwpaaom wﬂbeadmglnspedof
general until Obama appoints someone to the position. '

' Walpin, a New York atiomey, was appointed by then-President George W. Bush and swom into office in January

2007 after being confirmed by the Senate, according to a news release on AmeriCorps’ Web site. Walpin



graduated from College of the City of New York in 1952 and received a law degree in 1955 from Yale Law School.
He was a partner with the New York City law firm Katten Muchin and Rosenman LLP for more than 40 years.

: mwammmwmdmmmmmm,msmmmﬁ

a Republican and the board's vice chalr, said they strongly endorsed Obama’s decision.

Washingon‘l’lmes 6/15, 2009, EDITORIAL
hitp://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jun/15/walpin-gate/?feat=home_editorials

Walpin-gate

Congress ought to open an investigation, New York Times editorialists should be in a state of apoplexy, and
MSNBC hosts ought to be frothing at the mouth. Without appropriate documentation or good reason, President
Obama has fired a federal investigator who was on the case against a political alty of the president's. Mr. -
Obama’s move has the stench of scandal.

mmu,w.mwemwammermwmﬁmfamww muni
Service. He offered no public reason for doing so other than that he "no longer” had “the fullest confidence” in Mr.
WMMMEW,MWu.hWMMMMNMWMME

The senator noted that the inspector General Reform Act requires the president to “communicate in writing ... the
reasons for any such removal.” Losing one's "fullest confidence” hardly qualifies as a justifiable reason. The
Senate report language attached to the act expiains: “The requirement to notify the Congress in advance of the
reasons for the removal should serve to ensure that inspecltors General are not removed for political reasons.”

Yet, as Associated Press noted, "Obama’s move follows an investigation by IG Gerald Walpin finding misuse of
federal grants by a nonprofit education group led by Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson, who is an Obama
supporter and former NBA basketball star.” Further, "The IG found that Johnson ... had used Americorps grants to
v pay volunteers to engage in school-board political activities, run personal errands for Johnson and even wash his

: car”

Sacramento U.S. Atiomey. Larry Brown criticized Mr. Walpin for publicly announcing the investigalion rather than
more quistly coopersting with federal prosacutors. Clearly, though, there was merit o Mr. Walpin's charges: Mr.
Brown's office reached a settiement ordering the nonprofit arganization to repay half of the $850,000 in grant
money R received - wim872.836500fﬂ1atrepaynmconmgﬁomm Jolmsonsownpodrel.

"Mr. Grassloysaid.%havebeennomgaﬁvahdmgsagakmm Walpmbythelriagi!y(:onmueedthe

MMWWWMM“M and [Mr. Walpin] has identified millons of doltars in .~ = a

Americorps funds either wasted outright or spent in violation of established guidefines..In other words, it appears
he has been doing his job. mmmmmumpmeammmumw We concur.

ltistiﬁiyummalardvaysuspidouswlnnmlGlsmunaMyﬁred wpedallywtmpoliﬁedemaruanm

are involved. ﬂnrewlbemdrmmeiorepaﬂnmmgdaysmﬂis“ﬂﬂefbuseacﬂomﬂwhwasheavy
handed and almost certainly unethical. ,

ABC News Political Punch, 6/13, 8:37 AM
h@J%WMMMBMMQaWMMWMMM
general,

More Details Emerge In President Obama’s Firing of Inspector
General

. Jake Tapper
it was Wednesday evening and Gerald Walpin was pleading for his job.



m-mﬁmm.am&mmwm-.lmmdﬁnmmwm
Community Service (CNCS) — was driving on a highway when he had received a phone call from Norm Eisen,
special counsel to the president for ethics and government reform, informing him that President Obama no longer

" had confidence in him and wanted him fo resign.

Walpin had an hour to make up his mind as to whether he was going to resign or have the president seek his
_ suspension and termination, as indicated in email from Walpin to Eisen obtained by ABC News.

{A White House official tells ABC News that on Wednesday aftemnoon, "Walpin was informed, as a courtesy, of
the president’s decision to replace him. Mr. Walpin asked for fime to consider resigning. He was told the decision
to replace him was final, thmmmmmmmwm he
cuidealbaekmmm#hedmﬂom')'

mumd.aswwummmmumwam%mmmmwmum.am
emerges of an ambitious and aggressive inspector general whose actions repeatedly offended officials of the US
Attorney’s office, mmmmmwmmmwwsmwmmm
mmaewummwmpmw

Walpin — appowledtohsiobmduPresidtheorgeWBush mmasmm'cuummmme
inspector General of CNCS to have the utmost independence of judgment in his defiberations respecting the
propriety of the agency's conduct and the actions of its officers. That is why the relevant stahute provides that the
President may remove the IG only i he supplies the Congress with a statemeént of his reasons—which is quite a.
mmmmmmmmammmmmmmmw
reason and without nofification to Congress.”

Walpin told Eisen that he took "this statutorily-mandated independence of niy office very seriously, and, under the
- present circumstances, | simply cannot make a decision to respect or dectine what you have said were the
President’s wishes within an hour or indeed any such short time.”

deinhadjustissued!worepommatmvayaiﬁcdofmeawmsmbylhaCaporaﬁmforNalbnaland
\ Community Service.

“It would do a disservice {0 the independent scheme that Congress has mandated--and could polentially raise -
_ mmnmmtmw—&lmhmmmﬂmbmammmbm
request,” Walpin wrote. "I'heard your statsment that.this request that you comnunicatad on behalf of the
mwmmdwmmwmmmmwmtm
‘coincidence,’ asprmnonthephone Mlmdulggestﬂmlsamwmmsmaymit

otherwise.”

wmmmmmmmwmumemW thePreadent
mmmmammmmnmmmmummmesmuu ' ;
depmwaisamathrofugency Mhewlmmlahmeappropﬂabshpcmaﬂmm"wm

. “Hmyi.mm ' ) |

mmmhbunmmmmmpmmom:mmmwwmdﬁs
de&mhaWMmM'ﬁhﬁdMlmmmwﬁdumhmmwMaw
General. That is no longer the case with regard to this inspector general.”

In a follow-up letter, White House counssl Greg Craig — responding to a letier of concem about Walpin's
termination from Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-iowa — noted that Lawrence Brown, the “Acting United States Attorney
for the Eastern District of California, a career prosecutor who was appointed $0 his post during the Bush
Administration, has referred Mr. Walpin's conduct for review by the integrity Commiitiee of the Council of

lnspeaorsGmalonlnbguyandEﬂiuemy

Cmgsadthalmemtel-lousewas mdmmmmummmam Walplns
conduct throughout his tenure and can assure you that that the president’s decision was carefully considered.” He
noted that Walpin's termination “is fully supported by the Chair of the Corporation (a Democrat) and the Vice-

. Chair (a Republican).”

As we detailed yesterday, Walpin was criticized by Acting US Attomey. Brown for fits handling of an investigation
muumdmmsuusbyawmumymwled&mm founded by Kevin Johnson,



former point guard of the Phoenix Suns, who was elected Mayor of Sacramento last November and is an ally of
the prasident's. )

In that April 20 lelter from Brown to Kenneth Kaiser, chair of the Integrity Commitiee for the Counsel of the
Inspeciors General on integrity and Efficiency, the Acting US Attomey wrote “to express my Office’s concems
about the conduct® of Walpin in the handling of the Johnson case.

“In our experience,” Brown wrole in the letter oblained by ABC News, “the role of an Inspector General is to
conduct an unbiased investigation, and then forward thal investigation to my Office for a determination as to
whether the facts warrant a criminal prosecution, civil sult or declination. Simitarly, | understand that after
conducting such an unbiased investigation, the inspector General is not intended to act as an advocate for
suspension or debarment. However, in this case Mr. Walpin viewed his role very differently. He sought {0 act as

the investigator, advocate, judge, jury and fown crier.”

mmomsyeu.smopemwwmmyamamsomuemem — $72,836.50 of which would be
paid personally by Mayor Johnson.

Brown expressed chagrin that US Attorney’s office leamed about the investigation into Johnson and St. HOPE
mmmhwmwmmmmmhmwmm

“Morsover, mWhGMWMmMRWWWawmw
mmmmmmmmuﬁsmasmwwmudwmmm

criminally and civilty,” he wrole.

On August 25 Brown's office met with Walpin and two investigators and "expressed our concems that the
conclusions in their report sesmed overstated and did not accurately reflect all the information gathered in their
investigation.” For example, Brown wrote, Walpin's office had not actually done an audit to establish how much

AmeriCorps money was actually misspent.

The next time Brown heard from Walpin's office, Brown wrote, was through the Bee a from a press release in

" which Walpin advocated t have St. HOPE, Johnson and Gonzales placed on the list of parties suspended from
moeivingfederafmds as«busnmeMBmwnthdﬂceddnothmMmﬂMmtha
. press releass. -

OnSoptemberze Bmwnsaid.lwﬂnn—USthuyMchmSoou mmuymmm.wspinm
MMWWMMWMMMMMaMuWMMWMM
ads\uemﬂnda{ngwkwesﬁgaﬁonaﬂhaﬂhgoﬂismaﬂer

ummuswmmm *a significant portion of the AmeriCorps grant fmdsm v

‘hey conchuded that Waipis ieetigation was wani. For kietade; wmm o

approgriately expended.”

of his investigation fo the US Attomey’s office concluded that St. HOPE AmeriCorps members performed no -
tutoring,” but the principal of an elementary schoal told the US Attomey's office that wasn't true, that St. HOPE
AmeriCorps members had performed tutoring at his school. Upon further investigation, Brown wrote, the US
Awsmwmwmmmagmmmmmmdmmmmenm .o
their report or disclose &" fo his office.

Walpin wmwhsamuwdmmmmdemommmmmmmmmom
potentially significant information at the expense of determining the truth,” Brown concluded.

In his official response to Brown's complaint against him, Walpin referred to the Inspector General Act of 1978
which asseris that the IG has the duly o “fajssume a leadership role in any and all activities which he deems
mmmmymmmmammammmamm
detect...waste in such programs and operations.”

'IGoﬁeesareantendedbshyawayﬁanwmmcaﬁonmmepuukmmghmm deinwmte

. Hedsmbdmmm&ﬂmnodmusmneﬂmmm“smmmmmﬁmm
) NahonddemmmﬁySavubtnveKeanohmmmdSLHOPEwspeMedﬁunmmgkdadﬁMs
WWMMMWMAWSMMMMWWMMMW

would act.” .



mummmﬁmmuﬁs.wmwmmﬁummmmmdmm
them that he had not "physically observed members on a dally basis...conducting tutoring.”

an Exanher OGI‘MIOQ 7‘00PM EDT

Gerald Walpin speaks: The inside story of the AmeriCorps firing
Dispute that resulted in firing involved stimulus money
By:Bymnka,CNefWCmml

mmm‘-m»mmm mmmmmmw-dm

VROV : LY oot . , rod
mwumus mhmmmmum which could have resulted in
Johnson being barred from ever winning another federal grant — might stand in the way of the city recelving its
part of billions of doliars in federal stimulus money. After weeks of standoff, Walpin, whose position as inspector
general is supposed to be pratectsd from influence by political appointees and the White House, was fired.

denlemwdﬁsfahw«admsdaym He was driving b an event in upstaie New York when he received a
call from Nonman Eisen, the Special Counsel {o the President for Ethics and Government Reform.. "He said, ‘Mr.

Walpin, the president wants me o tell you that he really appraciates your mwrsmmmveon..

Walpin recalls. ‘Eisenuﬁd.?wmaﬂumhnorrlhlyw“wﬂhnbmm

nmmmmmwmmmammummwawmm
into extensive inisuse of AmeriCorps morisy &NWMMMY&MbWW

mw«mmwuamaummwmmmmm
- wummmmmmmmdmmmmwm
Then-Sen. Barack Obema was a co-sponsor of that legisiation. in the case of Walpin, Eisen’s efforts (o force ::
wspinwwmumummummmamwmmmmmmmm
to go through the 30-day process or give a reason for its action. When Walgin refused to quit, the White House
mmmmmmm .

MsMMmMWﬂMMMMMhW“

Service. "We issued two reports that the management of the Corporation and the board of directors didn't fike,
because they criticized what the board was doing,” Walpin recalls. There is no question that Walpin discovered
misuse of federal money in Kevin Johnson's program, known as St. HOPE, and at City University of New York.
But as a result of those investigations, relations bolween Walpin and top executives became frosty, and he says
they cut him out of Corporation business that should normally include the inspector general.

The heart of the matter is adisputo that began last year over Walpin's recommendation that Johnson and St. .
HOPE be barred from recelving and using federal grant money. The process is known as “suspension and
debarment.” meaning that Johnson would be suspended from reoceiving federal funds under any current

}  amangement and might ultimately be barred from receiving any such Runds in the future. 'lhewholepurposeof o

’ suspension and debarment,” Walpin says, “is lo say that somebaody who was inwolved in the misuse of - -
government funds in the past should not be trusted with federal funds in the futurs.”



In the course of his investigation, Walpin found Johnson and St. HOPE had failed to use the federal money they
received for the purposes specified in the grant and had also used federally-funded AmeriCorps staff for, among
1 other things, “driving {Johnson] fo personal appoiniments, washing his car, and running personal errands.” Walpin
cams 10 the conclusion that Johnson and St. HOPE should be subject to suspension and debarment. But it was
not Walpin's decigion to make; there is another official at the Corporation whose job it is to make that call. In
September 2008, after reviewing Waipin's evidence, the official decided to order a suspension, with the distinct
possibiiity that it would lead to a permanent debarment.

That was during the Sacramento mayoral campaign, and the suspension quickly became a matter of controversy.
Johnson's crilics raised the possibility that, as mayor, the suspension would mean the city could not receive
federal funds. Johnson dismissed the matter. "That's absurd,” he told the Sacramento Bee. "As mayor, I'm
going to go out there and shake down as many resources as | can for Sacramento.”

But the issue did not go away after Johnson defeated the incumbent mayor and took office. It became far more

in late January, when Congress passed the $787 billion stimulus bill and Sacramento officials hoped that
millions of federal dolars would soon arrive. Johnson's suspension seemed fike an insurmountable obstade fo
oeﬂhgallhatmomy On March 21, the Sacramentd Bee reported that, "The city of Sacramento likely is barred

mwm-mmmdmmmuummunmmm

because Mayor Kevin Johnson is on a list of individuals forbidden from receiving federal funds, acoording io a
feading attorney the city commissioned to look into the issue.” The issue was explosive. What if there were all that
mmmmmmmwmmmmmmmwmm
federal money in the past?

As this was happening, mmmmmmwu‘emu.s.mysmmuwmn
referred the matter fo the office for a criminal inquiry. Since January of this year, the office has been headed by an
. acting U.S. attorney, Lawrence Brown, a career prosecutor who took over afier the departure of the previous,
Bush-appointed U.S. altormey. The office decided not to pursue criminal charges agalnst Johnson, but also
%mmmmmw&ms What resulted was, aoeordinghWalph highly

unu!

mmmmmmmdmmmdummmmumw
federal funds back to the government. NMWWM%MMMWM
funds, Brown wanted to negotiate not only some sort of repayment scheme but also an end to Johinsori's .
suspanﬂou. Walpin learned about that during a March telaphone conversation with Brown. "He said he wanted
0 setie,” Walpin recalls, 'mdhesaidﬂnaﬂﬂngﬂuwspmsionhadbbepatoﬁlbemsehatmﬂnm
pwndgo:!ammewayofasemm\t. TR ) ST

wmwamwwbamumwmammmmmm |
uiybeunpendedbutbebmadformcd\mgmmm deinsaysmdamrmal.hewasanmtof

Mmmmawmw ’ awmbymmoama) L

Together, Bmwnandﬂwtop(:o:porﬂimbmssnegohbdaded JohnsonaMSt. HOPEmdpaybad(M
mdmmonmmcmmmummmmmmmmmmm
i

Walpin was very unhappy. First of all, he said it was a terrible deal for the U.S. govemment, because St. HOPE
was essentially insolvent and would never pay the money back. Second, he felt lifting Johnson’s suspension
would dilute the effectiveness of future investigations; why should grant recipients worry about their misconduct i
any sanctions can be so easily fiftad? In the end, Johnson was nat suspended not debarred, andwaspmbably
not going to pay the vast majority of the money back.

Waipin told the Corporation’s board of directors of his opinion. He told other officials. And he sent a report to
Congress. ‘Iwasbmgnnggessm&okybgemsassustancehpumngamumm he says.

: WalpunsacﬁonsundwbtedlyangeredtopdﬁeialsatmeCapuaﬂon andmostﬂtelyatlheMleouseaswell
it would not be long before he was summarily dismissed. Btnhehasnoreg'ets Whatever happens, he wrote
recently, he is proud that he “refused t0.go along with the U.S. atbmey‘soﬁioeandme(:orporahoanbowhgb
the media and political pressure that resulted in this hasty settiement, contrary fo the inlerests of the United



.} Washington Examiner, 6/12, 8:14 PM EDT

Siates government.”

hitp:/Awww.washingtonexaminer.com/ y-confidentialVWhats-behind-Oban
the-AmeriComps-inspector-general-47877797.htmi |

What's behind Obama's sudden attempt to fire the AmeriCorps
inspector general?

By: BwonYork
Chief Political Correspondent

mm:snumummmun'--mm-mmwmmm

. There are a number of unansweared questions today about President Obama's abrupt decision to fire the inspector
general of the AmeriCorps program, Gerald Walpin. mmmhmm&mmm

informing them that he was firing Walpin, eﬁedlvemdaysﬁummedateofhleueu

"It is vital that { have the fullest confidence in the appointees serving as Inspectors General,” lhopresidemm -
kamummmwnmmem .

mmmwhwmmmmsmwmmmemnmm
wlichwudesimedtosmlgmenpmbcﬁonshrles who have the responsibility of investigating allegations of
waste, fraud and abuse within federal agencies, against interference by political appointees or the White House.
Pmdﬂnwmamqummmmepresldu\tgvemsmaays notice before dismissing an IG. One
of the co-sponsors of the Act was then-Sen. Barack Obama.

The Act aiso requires the president to outline the cause for his decision 1o remove an IG. Beyond saying that he

o did not have the “fullest confidence"” in Walpin, Obamagavemmsmformm

There are two big questions about the president's actions. Onewlwdldhededdetoﬁmwm? Andmdid ;
haabldobyﬂwhwﬂ\dhohﬁnﬂco—spmed? :

. AceordhgloRewbllcanSen CharlesGrassley asﬁmgadvoeateofmpedotsgeneral Walpin received a call
from the White House Counsel's office on Wednesday evening. Waipin was told that he had one hour o elther

* =.xe resign or be fired. Smaw:mlmssaywmastadmhewasbommm accotding 1o one source, “The
: mMmsdvmwasmdirsmmbmmm mm&mmwmmwhm

position.” Wmdedhedbw e ot T el
Gmnhyﬁreddfalelhttohmmonﬂmday é M“lwasmuedwbtn‘lhat night -
mww&mmmmme ' GuuiGerﬁdWalpinMinludom
hour to resign or be terminated,” Grassiey wrote. 'Asyouknow Inspeciors General were created by, Congress
as a means to combat waste, fraud, and abusé and to be independerit watchdogs erisuring that federal agencies
were held accountable for their actions. ' Inspectors General were designed-io have a dual tole reporting to both
the President and Congress so that they would be free from undue political pressure. This independence is the
halimark of all Inspectors General and is essential so they may operale independently, without political pressure
or interference from agencies attempting to keep their failings from public scrutiny *

Grassley’s version of events suggests that the White House first tried o muscle Waipin out of his job without
having fo go through the 30-day process. it was only when Walpin refused to resign that the White House then
notified Congress of the president’s intention to fire Walpin.

The bigger question is why the president is doing this and why he is attempting to0 do it so quickly. Senate
mmWeMsWWMwWﬂwsMﬁmﬁdemMammmm
aprommuusupporterofﬁlepresudem.

JdmmmﬂwmwdSmmubCaﬁumasWamn—uoﬁtmmmcaled&wme Thegoups- ’
mission, according to its website, is "o revitalize inney-city communities through public education, civic leadership, ’

economic developrment and the arts.” Aspatofitswovk.StHopemcdvedagmtofabwtmooom



AmeniCorps.

Last year, Walpin began an investigation of how Johnson's group spent the money. According to the Associated
Press, "[Walpin] found that Johnson, amummmmmmm had used AmeriCorps

" granis o pay volunteers 10 engage in school-board polifical activities, run personal errands for Johnson and even
wash his cor.” Walpin asked federal prosecutors to investigate. In April, the U.S. attorney in Sacramento, a Bush
mmmmwmmmmumwmamwm'smesﬁgaﬁm

That might suggest that St. HOPEwasOK.andltwasdethwashﬂnwmng. But at the same time
prosecutors decided not to file any charges against St. HOPE, the U.S. attomey’s office also entered into a
settlement with St. HOPE in which the group also agreed to pay back about haif of the $850,000 it had received

from AmeriCorps.

in his letter (o the president, Grassiey defended Walpin's performance. “There have been no negative findings
against Mr. Walpin by the Intagrity Committee of the Council of the inspeciors General on Integrity and Efficiency
(CIGIE), and he has identified milions of doiars in AmeriCorps funds either wasted outright or spent in violation of
established guidelines,” Grassley wrote. “in other words, it appears he has been doing his job. *

The bottom line is that the AmeriCorps IG accused a prominent Obama supporter of misusing AmeriCorps grant
money. After an investigation, mepmnﬂnqubamasuppubrhadbpaybadtmmelhanSMOOOdMgmm
money. And Obama fired the AmeriCorps IG

UPDATE, 1:55 PM Friday:

There are a number of new developments since my post above was published. First, the White House is
confirming that & decided o fire IG Walpin because of the Kevin Johnsorn/St. HOPE affair. in a letier sent
Thursday night to Sen. Charles Grassiey, White House counsel Gregory Cralg cited a complaint lodged by the
acting U.S. atlomethaaamema Lawrence Brown, accusing Walpin of misconduct in the St. Hope
investigation. "The Acting United States Attomey for the Eastern District of California, a career prosecutor who
was appointed to his post during the Bush Administration, has referred Mr. deinsoonduetforrevlewbyme
Integrity Committee of the Council of inspectors General on integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE),” Craig wrote. "We
are aware of the circumstances leading to that referral and of Mr. deinswﬂudmmmtemmdm
mmmmmpmw;mmwmmm ﬂﬂsbﬂn\MﬁaHouse‘sﬁmm -
.swdhmomtormm )

MMMMMWMWMMZB LamenoeanaowsedWalpmofconMga o

. biased investigation and seeking "io act as the investigator, advocate, judge, jury and, town crier.” Brown was .,

- particularly angry. that Walpin's office had talked with the press al viirious times in the St. HOPE investigation.
mmmmmmmwmamm In a stinging response, Walpin wrate that several-of - -

Brown's points were flat-out wrong. - o

More importantly, Walpin's response sheds light on the process by which St. Hapewlldeoodymlumbmn
about haif of the $850,000 grant & received from AmeriCorps. Walpin accused the U.S. aunmey's

v -
.mngmmw*Msmmedw mammmmm .

mmmmwhmmmmmm

Aoootdhngdph.hU.s m:mmmww&mmmmmy Evenlhoud\
mm.mmmmm’wmmdwmmd[mﬂ
grant funds,” and even though Kevin Johnson never “submitied a single fact to dispute those findings,” the U.S.
attorney, Mgmwmmmummmmmwmmm

Further, according to Walpin, even with the setlement agreement as it now exists, thers is litile hope the
government will ever get any of its money back. "As St HOPE is insolvent, the absence of any obligation
imposed on...[Kevin Johnson], andhahsmofmygmeorsmﬁytoelmpawnem.makesm
settiement a farce,” Walpin wrote.

"Mr. Brown knows,” dehcmdtded.'hatﬂnseﬁaneﬂagmﬂwaswuﬁly&aﬂedsoﬂwlmobﬁgaﬁm
i Is imposed on Mr. Johnson to pay to [AmeriCorps] a single penny of the amount supposedty to be paid to
" Walpin's response has led congressional investigators 1o want 8 know more sbout Brown, the acting U.S:



attorney. 1 referred fo him earfier as a "Bush hoidover." That's not entirely accurate. Brown is now the acting
U.S. atiomey, and he was in the office during the Bush years, but he is a career official, not a Bush appointes. in
the days to come, congressional investigators will bs weighing Brown's claims versus Walpin's. A lot is going on
: with the story, and it is happening very quickly.

UPDATE, 4:55 PM Friday:

On Wednesday night, after the White House counsel's office called AmeriCorps inspector general Gerald Walpin
on his celf phone o tell him he had one hour to resign or be fired, Walpin sent an extensive e-mail account of the
call to the man who had phoned him, Norman Eisen, the Special Counsel to the President for Ethics and
Government Reform. In the e-mail, Walpin explained that he wouid not make a decision in such a short period of
time. He afso noted that Eisen had said any appearance of a connection between Walpin's firing and recent
conflicts over Walpin's handing of high-profile investigations was "coincidence.” -Here is the whole e-mall, sent
from Wiipin to Eisen at 7:32 p.m. on June 10:

Myqnaimpammmmmmedhmewhlelmhaeardi\mgmaw atabout520
p.m. Ihmmmaduamwmmmywmqml :

Mywrhlcphonaca! youhfumedmemmoﬁaddemmstmmebmdgnmypoaasisdmcs
{Corporation for National aind Community Service, MMW}. Ywmmeihaucwld
take no more ttian an hour to make a decision.

As you know, Congress intended the Inspecior General of CNCS to have the utmost independence of
judgment in his deliberations respecting the propriety of the agency’s conduct and the actions of its
officers. That is why the relevant statute provides that the President may remove the 1G only if he
supplies the Congress with a statement of his reasons—which is quite a different matier than exscutive
'mmmmummwmmumwummmm

noﬂﬁcahon(oCms.

IWMMWWMWMWMMWMM
circumatances, | simply cannot make a decision fo respect or-dedline what you have:said were:the - -
Presidént's wislies within anhour:or indeed any sich short time. As you are aware, | have just issued
two reports higlily critical of the actions of CNCS, which is présently under the direction of the President’s
appointee and, | am advised, someone with a meaningful relationship with the President.

Wcmmwwmmmmm
contained in these reports. ¥ would do a disservice to the independent scheme that Congress has . -
WMM@&WMMMWIMbmmw
seanbnmyavayhaﬂymmmmuest

[P R Th Y

. lmmmmwmmmeWdﬂnmmmm
“of our feports-and disagreement with the CNCS Board and management are "coincidence,” as you putit -
' onthephoue MIWWMnamwmmMmlm

lwmmmwmmmimmdm the President will see the - -

propriety of providing me additional time {o reflect on his request. - if however he believes that my -
departure is a matter of urgency, then he will have to take the appropriate steps toward ordering my
Gerald Walpin

Washington Times, June 13, 2009
thpJMashingmnumes com/ne

_ President fires ofﬁcial ‘out of the blue' =
Sean Lengell (Contaet)




An inspector general fired by President Obama says he was given no waming and only one hour to decide
whether to resign or be let go, hinting the action was retaliation for a report highly critical of Sacramento Mayor
Kevin Johnson, a former NBA basketball star and an Obama supporter.

Gerald Walpin, a 2008 Bush appointee who reviewed grants awarded by AmeriCorps and other national service
programs, said the telephone call he received Thursday evening from White House counsel Norman L. Eisen
informing him he was ousted "occurred totally out of the blue.”

Mr. Walpin said he and his staff had always acted with the “highest integrity” during his two-and-a-half-year
brm."\ﬂleperfonnedh’m very well the responsibility of the independent overseer of the agency, and reported things
as we saw it” .

The White House hasn't said specifically why it fired Mr. Walpin, other than to say that the president has lost
confidence in him.

"I is vital that | have the fullest confidence in the appointees serving as Inspeciors General,” said Mr. Obamain a
leftor {0 Congress Thursday. 'Thatismlongerlfncasewithregardbﬁslnspedorsumal

lnano-malmponsetolk.Eisenihnday.lk.dehsaidhemﬁnQeresignmwdummm
it would do a disservice to the independent acheme [for inspecior generals] that Congress had mandated - and
could potentially raise questions about my own integrity - if | were to render what would seem to many a very
hasty response fo your request.”

But Mr. Walpin, in his e-mall to Mr. Eisen, said he wasn't convinced of the White House's assertion that his firing

and the release of two reports he recently submitted that are highly critical of AmeriCorps parent group, the
Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), wasn't "coincidence.”

'lwouldsuméstﬂnrelsahidﬂihalﬂwod that others may see it otherwise,” Mr. Walpin wrote.

One of Mr. Walpin's reports dealt with his investigation of a highly publicized case accusing St. Hope Academy -
founded by Mr. Johnson - of mishandling some of the $850,000 it received in CNCS grants, which came out
mmmmmdmdestmmmmmwmmamwam o
money.. * '
msm:mus Aunmsyl..avnme Brwnhassharﬂyermdzedw Wdﬂnsmmmwhis
investigation of Mr. Jomsmandmenonpmﬁlgrwp

in August 2008, while Mr. Johnsan was cantpaigning for his succéssful November election, Mr. Walpin reforred -

the matter to the local U.S. wsmmwmmummmm&ﬂmwy, S

mmmmmummmum

The report said Mr. Mmedymsbmymmwmnmmmandmm

personal errands for Mr. Jolmson. o
Mr. Brown accused Mr. dehofoversteppmghsauﬂ;oﬁty wmwouﬁsknghishmﬁdﬂyaﬂwﬂinﬂm

information from the U.S. aney'somce

mlmmwmwmwammmmmmwmmm '
annahlteﬂoheCamcioﬂhehspedasGermﬂmlntegﬂyandEﬁdemy "He sought to act as the
investigator, advocate, judge, jury and town crier.”

WWMMMMaWwMMmdeMMW
and Stephen Goldsmith, a Republican and the board’s vice chair, saidllnybad‘edmepresiderfsdeasaon which
Iheyleanedd)mlaheadofﬁme :

KmBadn,whowotksnlheCNCSmmctorgetmalsoﬁice hasbeennamedadinghspedorgenemlwﬂur
Obamaappointsareplacememmlk Walpin. '

’ Mr.Walppndéhedtosaywhathtggextnwvewilbe.

“T'l let the facts speak for themselves,” he said. "We did our job as we saw it with high integrity, issuing two



reports that the corporation objected o and the [CNCS] chalrman of the board objected 0. That's the job of the
inspector general.” A

. Sen. Charles E. Grassiey, lowa Republican, on Friday praised Mr. Walpin for identifying millions of dollars in

.
e’

Mormlsspmlm.

The Obama administration has requested $1.149 billion for CNCS and its programs for fiscal year 2010, a $259
miflion - or 29 percent increase - over its previous budget.

NonProfit Times, June 13, 2009

Obama Cans CNCS Inspector General Who Wrote Negative Report
By Michele Donohue ’

A week after issuing a blistering report about a Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) grant,
the agency'’s inspecior general will be removed from his position, according to a CNCS statement issued late

Prasident Barack Obama will remove Gerald Walpin from his post, a move that would take effect in 30 days,
consislent with the inspector General Act. A CNCS official said the OIG’s latest report was unrelated to the
decision to remove Walpin.

The report, issued June 4, criticized the use of CNCS grants for the Research Foundation for the City University
of New York (RFCUNY) Feliows Program, which provided AmeriCorps member designation to teachers in the
program. The OIG report said the RFCUNY-CNCS grant relationship “adds no service to the community which is
not already provided by the Feliows Program” and that “taxpayers are not gelting their money's worth” with the

grants. .
The report also recommended CNCS terminate the grants, recover education awards and accrued interest
awards paid, and all grant costs — approximately $45.1 million.

A statement issued by CNCS said Board Chair Alan Solomont, Stephen Goldsmith, board vice chair, and Eric

: deukduwsmmmwmw«mm support the decision to remove

Walpin,
'WeslmnglyendorsemePresidentsdedsion respeeltolnspedorGenerdGelaldWabh We look fosward - -
1o working with a new Inspector General,”according fo the statament.

mmmammm)mmmmmmmu )
Corporation’s programs. Walpin, a former New York attorney, was nominated for the inspecior general post by
former President George W. Bush, confirmed by the U.S. Smaldsmhloomeh.lamym

As a general principle, mmmmammmm(le)ammwmmm
executive director of the National Commitiee For Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP) in Washington, D.C. Cohen

.said he could not speak to the qualily of Walpin's work in CNCS O0IG.

“The independence of the IG is a critical bulwark o ensure the federal agencies are kept on the straight and
narrow,” he said. Rapid expansion that CNCS will face with the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act wouid be
a "huge challenge to any agency,” Cohen said, and crifical scrutiny and transparency will be vital.

The Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, to take effect on Oct. 1, includes expanding AmeriCorps volunteers
from 75,000 to 250,000 a year by 2014. Thelegnslaﬂonauﬂaoﬁus&ﬁ?birmovermenensixyears but
Congress must still approve funding. :

“The political independence of the IG is essential. And in this administration with the expansion of AmeriCorps,
the expansion of the Corporation and with the overall stimulus expansion, ﬂleldeonl\elGhanydepaﬂment,
not just the Corporation, is more important than ever,” Cohen said.

KMBachMlsweasﬂnacﬁulmpemGthmm.mmacncsm.m
previously served as an investigator with the CNCS OIG and the Department of the interior OIG before coming



back to CNCS in 2005 as O1G's Chief Technology Officer (CTO). in May 2008, Bach was named the Assistant
inspector General for Support, while continuing his role as CTO, according to CNCS.

' YouthToday June 11,2000

Obama Flres CNCS Watchdog
Inspector general removed after scathing report on AmeriCorps grantee.
by Nancy Lewis '

mmmmmmc&mt«mmmmsmmwm
Barack Obama, a week after the IG questioned the eligibflity of the largest and most expensive AmeriCorps
mm‘mm the IG was contesting the "propriety” of a settiement made with a mayor for alleged misuse of

Gerald Walpin, an appointee of President George W. Bush who has served as the corporation’s IG for more than .
two years, could not be reached for comment yesterday, and a spokesman for his office said neither the office nor
Walpin could say anything about the removal.

Officials insisted that Walpin's removal was not connected to recent controversies but was merely a routine
change that came with a change in administrations. But those rouline changes are rarely announced or
characterized as "removal.”

AMMWMG«&,”WCEOGMM.MMMWNMWN
vice chair Stephen Goldsmith fully supported the move. CNCS spokeswoman Ranit Schmelzer would not say if
they requested Walpin's removal. The anhouncement said he has 30 days to vacant the office.

The action leaves the top four positions at CNCS - chief executive officer, chief operating officer, chief financial
officer and inspector general - vacant or filled temporarily, at a time when the corporation is charged with
.increasing its capacity to 250,000 volunteers by 2017. Bymmlhemdgotbexpowdbﬁsebnauly“wbn'
-annually, from $1.19 billion.

Maria Eitel, aleevieeptesidenldmenbyObamahleadCNcs abmpﬂywihdwwhernamelablastmonm.
five weeks after her selection was announced, citing health penblems. The president’s announcement of the - e e
mummmmmmmmwmmmmwaw N
MMMMMhWWQWD&y s o e ':""-

Mbmmmmeumwmmmmah&mdm “*"“

mmabwtCNCSmbenumdebyqudymebmmﬁngbmm
{who asked not fo be named). Last week, Mrs."Obama announced that her chief of staff, Jackie Norris, would
movetoCNCSasaseuaadvisu Oﬂiualssaidyeﬂudaymammisssdmmwmonmmzz

AskedwhyﬂnmeﬂdemfsmwdmhbMuesdayﬁunCNCSiﬂeaddﬂmme
House, Schmelzer of CNCS said it's because Walpin - who serves at the pleasure of the president - is a

corporation employee.
{G Controversies

Funding for the largest AmeriCorps program - the Teaching Fellows Program, mnbylheReseardemMatimof ~ -
the City University of New York - is in abeyance pendifig resolition of widespresd-problems identified inarecent =~ -
audit. Although Walpin recommerided that finiding be curtailed and that previous funds {pérhaps as much as $75 L
million) be repaid to the corporation, the corporation has said it will take no action oh that matter.

. wmmmmmmmwwummmmmmmwmmm
used to subsidize an existing and funded program.



At the same time, Walpin was challenging the resolution of charges against Sacramento mayor Kevin Johnson
stemming from the Hood Corps, a project of St. Hope Academy, which he started in one of the city’s low-income
. The IG audit found that the program misused virtually all its funds and did little of what was

neighborhoods.
outiined in iis grant proposal.

Specifically, the audit found that Johnson and other officials of Neighborhood Corps used AmeriCorps volunteers
to recruit students for a charter school run by its parent program, improperly paid at two school employees with
funds for duties they did not perform, improperly used volunteers to perform personal errands for

AmeriCorps
Johnson (including washing his car and driving him to personal appearances) and used the AmeriCorps
volurieers to angage in political activities in connection with a board of education election.

Johnson, who was elected mayor in November, was barred from receiving federal grant money - the most serious
action that the agency can take again a person or program.

When questions wers raised about whether Johnson's city would therefore be ineligible to receive federal stimulus
funds, a setiement was reached with the U.S. attorney’s office calling for repayment of about half the grant
money. Johnson was to pay a portion of the money, with the agency he had headed paying the remainder over
five years. The ban on funds to Johnson was aiso lited.

_In a letter to Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), head of the Senate commitiae that oversees the corporation, and
other congressional leaders, wmmbmmmscmpemmwmmd
not be able 10 repay the money. :

wm.mammmmmmmmmmmmmmamm
afler the acting U.S. attomey filed a complaint with the Integrity Commiitee of the Council of Inspectors General
- on integrity and Efficiency.

No one from the commiittee retumed calls inquiring about that matier and a copy of the complaint has not been
released. The complaint appears (o center on claims that the U.S. attorney’s office leamed about the action
agairm.lolmsonmalocdmwspapet dehsoﬂleommmatdﬁoewasmﬁﬁedofﬂnpend-mawon

Firing of IG foﬂowed his probo ofObamﬁlend

-

Aﬂuaﬁdunﬁunammmmmm%dmmsddﬂwmpmm
overseeing AmeriCorps Thursday, ummmmmmmmm wefuly
mwmmmmummmmwmmm e

Gerald Walpin, mmwwc«mwmmmm reoemlyspeaheaded

an investigation into the allegad misuse of AmeriCorps grants by a nonprofit agency run by recently elected
Sacramento, Calif., MayaKedemahuwNamBasWAssouahmsh’andaﬁwnddObmms

wapinscondudofmeimsﬁgaﬁmhasbmquesﬁmbdbymewhngus attorney for Sacramento, who
referred the case 0 an ethics panel that oversees IGs.

Obama’s announcement Thursday that he intended to fire the AmeriCorps overseer prompted a fiery letter from

Sen. Charles Grassiey, R-lowa, a champion of federal watchdogs, whocauhonedmalobamasduupldeelslmto -

mmmmammmﬂmm

hammm&assleymmﬂusday MihHunseOmmse!GragoryCmigamthdeins_ -

dismissal fo the U.S. aﬂomey'scomplaﬂmdswsequemmmesimatmscondudofmeSaaamenw .

S mesﬁgaﬁonbewviewedbymelGovasuupmel

-



!

“We are aware of the circumstances leading to that referral and of Mr. Walpin's conduct throughout his tenure and
can assure you that the president’s decision was carefully considered,” Craig said.

Walpin's investigation of Johnson's S{. HOPE nonprofit agency alleged that managers improperly diverted over
$800,000 in AmeriCorps funding from 2004-2007. Federal officials subsequently determined that the allegations
did not warant criminal charges, and the mayor altributed any improprieties to "administrative errors.”

St. HOPE repaid almost $425,000 in the federal funds as part of a settiement in April.

Danielle Brian, executive director of the Project on Government Oversigit, said Johnson’s connection o Obama
warrants a hard look by lawmakers (o assure the legitimacy of Walpin's dismissal.

“I hope Congress holds hearings soon,” she said.

Fired National-Service Inspector General Says He Acted Properly

Gmwammmmmmmampmmdmcmwuaﬁmdmc«nmw
Service, said he acted properly and questions the timing of the decision.

“I and my office acted throughotut with the highest integrity in reports and dealing with the corporation and its
management in performing the IGs responsibility 1o be an independent overseer of the corporation's activities,”
he said in an interview. He said he told the White House it might not appear coincidental that the president’s
decision to remove him followed two reports he issued that criticized the national-service agency.

y  But the While House said the decision was made solely because of Mr. Walpin's conduct, citing a decisionby an .

acting U.S. attorney in Sacramento to file a complaint against him.

“We are aware of the circumstances leading & that referral and of Mr. Wﬂpifsoondudmwmwmand
can assure you that the Prelsdent's decision was carefully considered,” Gregory B. Craig, White House counsel,
said in a letier to Sen. Cherles E. Grassioy of lowa, senior Republican on the Senate Finance Committee.

mmmmmsmwmmmmw Walpin from his post-because he no
{onger had the “fullest confidence” in him. Mr. Craig wrote lo Mr. Grassley after the senator raised questions about
mmmmmmmﬁmmhmm

mmmmmmmmmdm'tmmumm Sen. e

Gmsdeysaldmam

The U.S. aﬂonnycomplainedabauur W&)hsconduclmacasoimmlvngSt HopeAeademy awlpwﬁt
group started by Kevin Johnson, a former basketball star who is now mayor of Sacramento. The Carporation for
National and Community Service last September barred the group ﬁunmcdvmawfndudmam
Mupbmmmmmnwmwmdm naﬁonaleuvieepmgam

W.WalphrdmadmcasemﬂnU.S.attomey’sofﬁcesoitcwldcondderpmsewmgw.m:sma\da
colieague for misusing federal funds. The office reached a settlement with the academy that required the group
repay some of the money it had received — an agreement that Mr. Walpin criticized in a report that he issued in
May.

The acting U.S. attorney, LawrmceBroum,ﬁadacompiamagainstMr deinwimmemegtyconmofme
Council of inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency, a federal bady. The complaint was not immediately
available, but Mr. deinsdefalserefasbdwgeshathemppedlismmwasmmmd

' improperly communicated to the press. Mr. Walpin denles both charges. ..

Mr. Walpin aiso filed a “report”; hitp//philanttwopy. mmwnwuwmummmm
-dywusﬁy—dmkmhaiﬁazmgspudmgmmAmmC«psmanatCﬂyUﬁmﬂyd



New York.
He said that the While House asked him to resign on Wednesday, giving him one hour to decide. He said he

1 declined to make such a hasty move, mlimﬂnmhﬂmmhmomal'ﬂmuddoadlssavbebme

independent scheme that Congress has mandated.”

The president is required {o give Congress 30 days nolice before removing an inspector general, so Sen.
Grassley questioned the propriely of the ultimatum. TheWMeHouseloldlﬁmncontadeer Walpin as a way lo

start the 30-day notification clock ticking.

Mr. Walpin, who lives in New York, was appointed to his post by President George W. Bush in 2007. A White .
Humspokesnnnmtedﬂta(ﬂndedsbnbmmovehknwaswppatedbohbyﬂansamnm the corporation’s -
board chair, a Democrat, and Stephen Goldsmith, the vice chair, a Republican.

St HOPE mess costs inspector General his job

Just a few weeks after releasing a report blasting the US Attorney's settiment with St HOPE over alleged misuse
of federal funds, Inspector General Gerald Walpin has been fired by President Obama.

Walpin, the inspector general of the Corporation for National and Community Service, investigated Kevin
Johnson's St HOPE Academy and found that Johnson had volunteers in his AmeriCorps-funded program drive

mmmmﬁo&immmmwﬁmmmus Attorney McGregor

Scott for further investigation and possible criminial charges. Scolt's successor, Lawrente Brown seitied the case

with St Hope, MMMMswmmm smuusﬁmdhgb&aam

Wailpin excoriated the settlement, saying it was aldnlodeadhgttm,whileoneshmldm(pmuoxinamal
ehidwncoop itisﬁmtodosomalamadﬁd(mcoop

Kevin Johnson's supporters, wmmmwmwmwmmma ‘
Wa\dammmmaﬂmbm

'maamwmmmmmmmmwmmsm Mavuyiohldmawhlebadn
instead, it looks fike the White House has added a period fo Walpin's tenure as IG. While not spelled out by the
adminstration, Walpin's ousler is being widley attribited fo his handling of the St HOPE 'mess. What Obama did
say,hamﬂenMaﬂthg.mM'ﬂsﬂdManheﬂMwﬁdmmmm
serving as Inspectors General. Mismlongerthememthregardbhshspedorgemm! e

mnwmmmmFmaymwmmmwasm»dmmsmm forwham’s
worth.)

Johnson is probably feeling vindicated right now, but many observers are already questioning Obama's decision.
mmmsmmemmmmmommmwmmmmmm and
MWemnotdfoMtohavempeaorGenemlmdepandmhmm

mwmﬂmmmmmwmm Evenmeappeammeofpolliw
favoﬁﬁsmeanmﬂastadwmmeumpamdunlsmmnny



Senator Grassley, June 11, 2009
bitp:/grassiey.senate.govinews/Article.cfm?custome! dataPagelD 1502=21209%

; Grassley calls on admlnisu'aﬂon to safeguard independence of Inspectors

General

WASHINGTON — Senator Chuck Grassley is urging the administration to follow the letter and spirit of the
law, which the President co-sponsored as legislation as a U.S. senalor in 2007, regarding the dismissal of the
Inspector General for the AmeriCorps program, anarrepomlastnmmatadnhsu'aﬁondﬁdalsgavem
watchdog an hour to resign or be terminated.

Grassley said it looks like the White House is today modifying its stance and saying that last night's
ultimatum started the 30-day nolification clock. "Either way, it looks fike the leiter and spirit of the law Congress
passed last year to fry to safeguard the independence of inspectors General from the heavy hand of the execulive
branch that it's supposed to oversee might have been circumvented,” he said. _

Grassiey has worked for many years to empower Inspectors General to act as effective watchdogs for
and federal program beneficiaries. He's also worked (o hold inspectors General accountable when
they've falled to fulfill the responsibiiities of the role. Grassley has conducted extensive and active oversight of the

fedualbureaucracy

mmmdmnwmdmmammmmmwm

again, and Inspectors General are a key part of that effort,” Grassley said. "Congress recognized the need for

independence when it passed the reform legislation last year requiring congressional notification 30 days priorto

removal. inspectors General need to know they have independence and won't be removed for arbitrary reasons. °
accountable.”

. Mptulcmedscmﬁdemeﬂlawnwatd)dogseanhddthem
_mmasmwsmmmmam '
" June 11, 2009

BarackObama = . ‘a
Wdummam
The Whits House

mopummiaAm.Nw

(I

— -

Iwastmuﬂedhlsamﬂlauastnut MWW@M&MWIW
GmerdGualdWalphlhalhehadmhmﬂomsignorbemﬁMAsywhw inspectors General were
created by Congress as a means to combat wasle, fraud, and abuse and to be independent watchdogs ensuring
that federal agencies were held accountable for their actions. Inspectors General were designed o have a dual
role reporting to both the President and Congress so.that they would be free from undue political pressure. This
independence is the halimark of all Inspectors General and is essential so they may operate independently,
without political pressure or interference from agencies attempting (o keep their faflings from public scrutiny.

Last year, President Bush signed the Inspector General Reform Act {P.L.-110-400) into law. Both you and | were
cosponsors of this important legislation that was introduced to strengthen the independence and integrity of the
amended the procedures for the removal of inspectors General. Spedifically, Section 3 requires that, “the

President shall communicate in writing the reasons for any such removal or transfer to both Houses of Congress,

1 not later than 30 days before the removal or transfer.” NosudmobcewaspmvidedbCongmhmm

As you may recall, the Senate Committee Report (S. Rep. 110-262)acoompalmngmemspememamefmn, ;



Act stated the intent of Congress. That report stated:

"The Committee intends that inspeciors General who fall to perform their duties properly whether through

. malfeasance or nonfeasance, or whose personal actions bring discredit upon the office, be removed. The

requirement {0 notify the Congress in advance of the reasons for the removal should serve to ensure that
General are not removed for political reasons.”

Given that you were a cosponsor of this vital legisiation | am deeply froubled to leam of the uitimatum given
inspector General Walpin absent Congressional notification.

There have besn no negative findings against Mr. Walpin by the integrity Committee of the Councll of the
Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE), and he has identified millions of dofars in Americorps
funds either wasted outright or spent in violation of established guidefines.[1] in other words, it appears he has

We cannot afford to have inspector General independence threatened. In light of the massive increases in federal
spending of late, it is more crifical than ever that we have an Inspector General community that is vigorous,
independent, and active in rooting out waste, fraud, and abuse. 1 urge you to review the inspecior General Reform
Act you cosponsored and to follow the letier of the law shouid you have cause to remove any Inspector General.

Sincerely,
Charles E. Grassley
United States Senator
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~, Holland, Austin

) From: Trinity, Frank
Sent:  Monday, June 15, 2009 11:40 PM
To: Stan Soloway, Goren, Nicola
Subject: RE: Follow-up call

Stan,

I'll plan to call you at 8:30. Left a VM regarding Norm support for your call to Issa staff sooner rather
than later.

Frank

Original
From: Stan Soloway tmﬂho_
Seat: Mon 6/15/2009 9:37 P
To: Goren, Nicols; Trinity, Frank i

Ce:
Subject: RE: Follow-up call

Did one of my rudder check calls.'..interesting discussion...do you want to try and talk briefly
before you 930 call w/the WH?

. Stan Z. Soloway
) President & CEO
Professional Services Council

The Unified Voice of the Govemment Services Industry

——

SAVE THE DATE! . .
NMMWMWPA . e e e
a«mmemudmmmmmmmumum

8/6/2009
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From: Goren, Nicola

To: ‘Bana_)._

‘Norman_L._|

Seant: Mon Jun :01:16 2009

Subject: Re: Press
Any update? On another wh call now but happy to talk after.
Sent via blackberry - please excuse typos

Sent: Mon Jun 15 14:20:27 2009
Subject: Re: Press

‘Are folks available at 2:307

From: Goren, Nlmla

To: Tyunglel,ElanaJ Eisen, Nonan,Messha,JamsA.,Twel,Lmﬂsa,Eanmt,JodlmR.,Tmny,
Frank ; Schmelzer, Ranit

Sont.MonJunlS 14:04:01 2009

Subject: Press

The press interest is heating up - mhavehquitiesfromwmmmnPostandFome(GbnnBeek
show) in the last hour. My communications folks are saying this is now taking on a life of its own and we
n«dbmpupmmumﬁmnbgummwmﬂmssweofmmwaMbmﬁgmmm
- and press that have been out there for the last few days.

mmmmmmwmumwmmmmmmmm).
ideally, fhe White Hoitse wouid take the lead to respond to some of these inquiries. Our Board Vice Chair
SMGGoldsnﬁhcoulda!soplayarde

meed»iewss?,

Nicky

Nleolaeabn
Acting Chief Executive Officer

mmmms«m

Your World. Your Chance to Make it Better.
www.nationaiservice.gov

8/6/2009



Flowe, Meredith

From: Eisen, Norman L.

Sent:  Monday, June 15, 2009 2:07 PM

To: Goren, Nicola; Tyrangiel, Elana J_; Messina, James A.; Terrell, Louisa; Eamest, Joshua R.; Trinity,
Frank; Schmelzer, Ranit

Subject: RE: Press
Who from the Post?

From: Goren, Nicola |
Sent: Monday, june 15, 2009 2:04 PM
To: Tyrangiel, Elana ).; Eisen, Norman L; Messina, James A_; Terrell, Louisa; Earnest, Joshua R.; Trinity, Frank; Schmeizer,

Ranit
Subject: Press
The press interest is heating up — we have inquiries from Washington Post and Fox News (Glenn 8eck show) in the fast

hour. My communications fotks are saying this is now taking on a life of its own and we need 10 step up communications to
get the Administration’s side of the story out and to mitigate the blogs and press that have been out there for the fast few

days.

We need to be able to say more than we have been {more substantive talking points are needed), and ideally, the White
House would take the lead to respond to some of these inquiries. Our Board Vice Chair Steve Goldsmith could aiso play a

role.
Nicky

Nicola Goren
Acting Chief Executive Officer

Your World. Yowr Chance to Make it Better.
www.nationalservice.gov

e
’
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Holland, Austin

Sent:  Monday, June 15, 2009 2:20 PM

To: Goren, Nicola; Eisen, Norman L.; Messina, James A.; Terrell, Louisa; Eamest, Joshua R.; Trinity,
Frank; Schmeizer, Ranit

Subject: Re: Press

Are folks available at 2:30?

From: Goren, Nicola
To: Tyrangiel, Blana ).; Eisen, Norman L.; Messina, James A.; Terrell, Louisa; Eanmt,]oshuak Trinkty, Frank ;

Schmelzer, Ranit
Sent: Mon Jun 15 14:04:01 2009

Subject: Press

The press interest is heating up — we have inquiries from Washington Post and Fox News (Glenn Beck show) in
the last hour. My communications folks are saying this is now taking on a fife of its own and we need to step up
wmumugamemmwmsm«mmommwmmmmammmnm
been out there for the last few days.

Wanoodtobeablobsaymremanwehavebeen(nmsubstanﬁvehldngpohtsareneeded).mdldealy.m
White House would take the lead to respond to some of these inquiries. Our Board Vice Chair Steve Goldsmith

could aiso play a role.
%Canwediscusﬂ

Nicky

NleolaGoun
AdthliefEmﬂveOfﬁoer

%Naw and Commumty Service )

Your World Your Cham:e to Hake lt Betur

8/6/2009 .



Flove, Meredith

Fron: Schmelzer, Ranit

Sent:  Thursday, July 09, 2009 6:18 PM
To: Holiand, Austin

Subject: FW: Press

From: Schmelzer, Ranit

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 3:38 PM

To: Tyangiel, Elana J.'; Goren, Nicola; Eisen, Norman L.; Messina, James A.; Terrell, Louisa; Earnest, Joshua R.;
Trinity, Frank

Ce: Sott, Sandy

Subject: RE: Press

Walpia is going on the Glen Beck show on Fox at Spm tonight.
The producer says they are going to be following it all week.

From: rangil, e . imatc
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 2:

To: Goren, Nicola; Eisen, Norman L.; Messina, James A.; Terrell, Loulsa; Eamest, Joshua R.; Trinity, Frank;
Schmeker, Ranit
Subject: Re: Press

Are fotks available at 2:307

‘From: Goren, Nicola '

To: Tym\gel,ElmaJ.,Bsm Notmanl.. Mwslua,]amsk‘l’enell Louisa; Eamest, Joshua R.; ‘l’tlnl:/ Frank ;
Schmelzer, Rankt: -

Sent: Mon Jun 15 14:04:01 2009

Subject: Press

The press interest is heating up — we have inquiries from Washington Post and Fox News (Glenn Beck show) in -
the {ast hour. My communications folks are saying this is now taking on a life of its own and we need to step up
communications to get the Administration’s side of the story out and to mitigate the blogs and press that have
been out there for the last few days.

We need to be able fo say more than we have been (more substantive talking points are needed), and ideally, the
White House would take the lead to respond to some of these inquiries. Our Board Vice Chair Steve Goldsmith
could also play a role.

Can we discuss?
Nicky

Nicola Goren
Acung Chief Executive Officer

Wa\dc«mmnnysgvice



Flowe, Meredith

From: Schmelzer, Ranit

Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2009 6:19 PM
To: Holland, Austin

Subject: FW: CBS Radio

From: Schmelzer, Rank

Sent: Friday, June 12, -
To: Joshua_R._|

Subject: Re: CBS Radio

Yup

ey
To: Schimelzer, Ranit .

Sent: Fri Jun 12 12:03:33 2009
-y Can you send Jake [ 0:c copy of the joint Solomont/Goldsmith statement?

From: Schmelzer, Ranit [mnilton
Seat: Friday, Junc 12,2009 1123 AM

To: Eamest, Joshua R.
Subject: Re: CBS Radio

Got it.

T
To: Schmelzer, Ranit
Seat: Fri Jun 12 10:55:46 2009 ‘

Subject: RE: CBS Radio
Good morning:

Ironically, this version of the AP story is somewhat better than the version

¢ Tapper is blogging on this, too. He’s asked for the letters and he and I will talk later this moming.

From:schmelzer, et i [ -




