May 19, 2020
The Honorable James E. Clyburn
Chairman
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Chairman Clyburn:
Republicans in the House of Representatives have repeatedly attempted to work with our
Democrat colleagues to hold China accountable for causing this pandemic as well as hold the
World Health Organization (WHO) accountable for condoning China’s actions.1 We will
continue to do both. On April 17, 2020, Joe Biden acknowledged China’s disinformation efforts
and the need to crack down on their tactics.2 On May 9, 2020, seventeen state attorneys general
called on Congress to hold the Chinese government accountable for its role in the COVID-19
pandemic.3 We urge you to immediately join our investigation and hold hearings to determine
why the Chinese government denied and downplayed the severity of the COVID-19 outbreak,
and how China is now attempting to exploit the pandemic it caused. As President Trump stated
in his May 18, 2020, letter to the Director-General of the WHO, “We do not have time to
waste.”4 Congress must work to understand the origins of COVID-19 and reform the WHO.
Specifically, the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis should investigate: (1)
China’s obfuscation of the origin of COVID-19; (2) China’s manipulation of the WHO to cover
up the severity of the outbreak; and (3) recent reports that the Chinese government is stealing
American medical research and disrupting the medical supply chain, among other tactics
intended to exploit the pandemic. Focusing the Subcommittee’s resources on these imperative
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questions will assist the U.S. government effort to limit ongoing and future harm from Chinese
malfeasance.
The Chinese government obfuscated the origin and severity of COVID-19 and withheld
information from the international community while stockpiling medical supplies.
On December 30, 2019, Li Wenliang, an ophthalmologist at Wuhan Central Hospital,
sent a message to a group of fellow doctors to warn about a possible outbreak of an illness that
resembled severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS).5 Dr. Li—who observed seven patients at
his hospital with SARS-like symptoms being quarantined—was summoned in the middle of the
night and detained by the Chinese government and made to admit making false statements that
disturbed the public order.6
Dr. Li, of course, had correctly recognized the signs of a novel coronavirus. The Chinese
government, however, suppressed the efforts of Dr. Li and seven others who tried to raise public
awareness about the deadly outbreak in Wuhan. In fact, by the time Dr. Li issued a warning to
his colleagues on December 30, 2019, it had been more than six weeks since COVID-19 was
first identified in a 55-year-old from Hubei province, according to Chinese government data.7
The next day—December 31, 2019—Chinese officials finally reported the outbreak of a
“pneumonia of unknown etiology” to the WHO.8 But the Chinese provided false and misleading
information, including that most of the patients had been to a seafood market in Wuhan; that
there was “no clear evidence” of human-to-human transmission; and that the earliest case had
shown symptoms only as recently as December 12, 2019.9
On January 10, 2020, COVID-19 claimed its first fatality, according to the Wuhan Health
Commission.10 The 61-year-old man, who shopped regularly at the Wuhan seafood market, “had
checked into Wuhan Puren Hospital with a raging fever and difficulty breathing.”11 When
Chinese officials finally reported the man’s death two days later, they omitted a crucial detail—
his wife had developed symptoms five days after he did.12 She had never visited the Wuhan
market.13
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As the severity of the outbreak in Wuhan further became clear to the Chinese government
in January 2020, it continued to downplay its potential for widespread damage while stockpiling
medical supplies. On May 1, 2020, the Department of Homeland Security issued a non-classified
intelligence report that found the Chinese government “intentionally concealed the severity” of
the pandemic from the world in early January and did not inform the WHO that COVID-19 “was
a contagion” for several weeks in January so it could order “face masks, surgical gowns, and
gloves” from abroad.14 Indeed, records show Chinese imports of face masks and surgical gowns
and gloves increased sharply during the period in question.15
Consistent with its initial strategy to withhold information from the international
community, China moved in January to contain the COVID-19 outbreak domestically but
allowed the virus to spread abroad. While Chinese authorities limited domestic flights from
Wuhan to other Chinese cities like Beijing and Shanghai, China’s Civil Aviation Administration
urged international carriers to maintain their flying schedules.16 The Chinese government’s
obfuscation may have cost hundreds of thousands of lives around the globe.
The Chinese government manipulated the World Health Organization to cover up its
malfeasance.
The WHO received warnings of human-to-human transmission of the novel coronavirus
from the Taiwanese government in late December 2019, but failed to act on that information. On
December 31, 2019—the same day China officially acknowledged the potential new virus for the
first time—the Taiwan Centers for Disease Control sent an email to the WHO regarding rumors
of at least “seven cases of atypical pneumonia”—the very cases Dr. Li identified.17 According to
the Taiwanese, the term “atypical pneumonia” is commonly used in communications with China
and understood “to refer to SARS, a disease transmitted between humans caused by
coronavirus.”18
Despite warnings from the Taiwanese, the WHO continued to rely on Chinese
disinformation and downplay the severity of the outbreak. For more than two weeks in January,
the WHO made a series of public proclamations that human-to-human transmission was not
occurring, despite mounting evidence to the contrary:
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•

On January 9, 2020, the WHO issued a statement: “According to Chinese authorities, the
virus in question can cause severe illness in some patients and does not transmit readily
between people.”19

•

On January 12, WHO stated there is “no clear evidence of human to human
transmission.”20

•

On January 13, in response to the first reported case of COVID-19 in Thailand, the WHO
stated, “To date, there has been no suggestion of human to human transmission of this
new coronavirus.”21

•

On January 14, the WHO again stated, “Based on the available information there is no
clear evidence of human-to-human transmission.”22

•

The same day, the WHO tweeted, “Preliminary investigations conducted by the Chinese
authorities have found no clear evidence of human-to-human transmission of the novel
#coronavirus (2019-nCoV) identified in #Wuhan, #China.”23

It was not until January 19, 2020—three weeks after the Taiwanese warned the WHO
about the outbreak in Wuhan—that the WHO finally acknowledged there was “some limited
human-to-human transmission occurring between close contacts.”24 The first case of COVID-19
was identified in the United States two days later.25 The patient, a man in Washington state, had
traveled to Wuhan but did not visit the market in question or know anyone who had the virus.26
The WHO went beyond merely enabling the Chinese government to perpetuate its
campaign to suppress evidence of a deadly virus throughout January. On January 28, 2020,
WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus praised Chinese President Xi Jinping
and “the seriousness with which China is taking this outbreak, especially the commitment from
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top leadership, and the transparency they have demonstrated.”27 At the time of that
announcement, the WHO’s international experts had not even been granted access to China.28
On May 18, 2020, President Xi announced that the Chinese government would give $2
billion to the WHO and other countries to respond to the coronavirus pandemic.29 White House
National Security Council Spokesman John Ullyot said the “[Chinese Communist Party’s]
commitment of $2 billion is a token to distract from calls from a growing number of nations
demanding accountability for the Chinese government’s failure to meet its obligations . . . to tell
the truth and warn the world of what was coming.”30 Also, on May 18, 2020, President Trump
sent a comprehensive and damning letter to Dr. Tedros detailing the WHO’s failures and calling
for swift reform.31
Republicans on the Committee on Oversight and Reform detailed these concerns and
others in an April 9, 2020, letter to Dr. Tedros.32 To date, the WHO has yet to provide a briefing
or any relevant documents, or made a commitment to do so. It appears the full weight of the
Select Subcommittee may be necessary to compel the WHO to cooperate with this investigation.
The Chinese government is exploiting the COVID-19 pandemic to steal U.S. vaccine research
and disrupt the medical supply chain, among other things.
On May 10, 2020, the New York Times reported China has escalated cyberattacks with
the goal of stealing American research and development related to the search for therapeutics and
a cure for COVID-19.33 The Department of Defense and the Pentagon have also seen an increase
in phishing schemes targeting government employees working from home.34
These tactics are not new. China has a long history of stealing intellectual property of all
types. In fact, according to the FBI, the Chinese government invested in U.S. academia to steal
confidential information and technology from U.S. companies and the government.35
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The Chinese government has mostly relied on state-sponsored hackers to steal public health data
and clinical vaccine research remotely, but they are also using researchers and students to steal
materials from inside laboratories working to develop treatments for COVID-19.36
While stealing American pharmaceutical research with one hand, China is brazenly using
the other to limit pharmaceutical exports to the United States.37 China is the second largest
exporter of drugs and biologics to the U.S., behind only Canada. Some experts estimate that
nearly 97 percent of all antibiotics in the United States are manufactured in China.38
Since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, twenty-three medications with a
possible connection to treating coronavirus, including Hydroxychloroquine and Azithromycin,
have gone on the FDA’s Drug Shortage List, with more expected in the coming weeks.39 Many
of these shortages are a direct result of China’s declining manufacturing capacity.40 China’s
critical role in the U.S. pharmaceutical supply chain has become a national security issue.
China has not been satisfied to simply leverage its place in the medical supply chain to
exert influence against the United States. While the world’s attention is turned to addressing the
COVID-19 pandemic, China has claimed sovereignty over disputed islands in the South China
Sea, intimidated Taiwan, and attempted to quash the pro-democracy movement in Hong Kong.41
China’s attempts to exploit the pandemic extend as far as Africa, where it offers vulnerable
countries much-needed debt relief in exchange for lucrative national assets.42 Director-General
Dr. Tedros has supported China’s anti-Taiwan stance by calling the country racist.43
The Subcommittee must hear from witnesses who can answer questions in-person about
Chinese government malfeasance and the complicity of the World Health Organization.
Given the serious nature of the allegations against China and the Subcommittee’s broader
goal of investigating any issues related to this pandemic, we urge you to immediately call WHO
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Director-General Dr. Tedros and Chinese Ambassador to the United States Cui Tiankai to testify.
Furthermore, we urge you to convene such hearings in-person, in the Capitol, to convey the
seriousness of our questions and to fulfill our constitutional obligation to conduct oversight in
this extraordinary case.
The Chinese government’s efforts to undermine the American effort to combat COVID19 and sabotage the global economic recovery are ongoing. We urge the Subcommittee to return
to the Capitol and help us hold the Chinese government accountable for its cynical strategy to
exploit a pandemic of its own making.
Sincerely,

________________________
Rep. Steve Scalise
Ranking Member

________________________
Rep. Jim Jordan

________________________
Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer

________________________
Rep. Jackie Walorski

________________________
Rep. Mark E. Green, MD

cc:

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Republican Leader

